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ADVERTISEMENT, 


H E folemn ſervice of the day was open d by 
the Rev. Mr. Francis, who read ſome ſuitable 
portions of ſcripture and then prayed. 


The Rev. Mr. Day ſucceeded in prayer. 


The Rev. Mr. Hugh Evans introduced the ordi- 
nation, and together wwith the other miniſters en- 
gaged, laid hands on his ſon and prayed aver him. 


The Rev. Dr. Stennet gave the charge. 
The Rev. Mr. Aſh prayed, 
The Rev. Mr. Tommas preached. 


The Rev. Mr, Fuller concluded the ſelemmty 
With prayers 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T* is, my honored friends, with the ut- 
moſt gratitude and, I truſt, the deepelt 
humility, I addreſs you on this very ſolemn, 
and yet, on many accounts, very joyful 
occaſion. And in the language of the 
greateſt of earthly kings, I am ready with 
holy tranſport to cry out, And will God in 
wery deed duell with men on earth? 


THAT the high and lofty one who inha- 
bits eternity ſhould hold converſe with crea- 
tures, even the molt exalted, but eſpecially 
with nan, /izful man, how condeſcending ! 
That after his moſt ſhameful apoſtacy and 
unprovoked rebellion againſt his maker and 
generous benefactor, he ſhould nevertheleſs 
A 


\ 


( 


entertain thoughts of love towards him, and 


in his infinite wiſdom and mercy ſhould 
find out and eſtabliſh a moſt glorious me- 
thod to reſtore and ſave him: this ſurely is 
grace that no words can fully expreſs, or 
thoughts the moſt enlarged comprehend. — 
If we reflect, moreover, with the leaſt at- 
tention on the aſtoniſhing plan of ſalvation, 
in which all the divine perfections are ſo 
Uluſtriouſly diſplayed, and recolle& at the 
ſame time the diſtinguiſhing mercy ſhewn 
to us of theſe kingdoms in bringing the goſ- 


pel amongſt us, reſtoring it when almoſt 


loſt, and continuing and ſucceeding it in 
ſpite of all the oppoſition made to it's pro- 
greſs; how can we help crying out with 
holy ſurprize, What hath the Lord wrought ! 
and, behold what manner of lebe! If we 
advance in our reflections on the divine - 


goodneſs, in raiſing to himſelf hereby a 
glorious church out of the ruins of the fall, 
and in planting that truly noble vine in this 
barren ſoil, and preſerving it by a train of 
gracious miracles from generation to gene- 
ration, notwithſtanding the unwearied ef- 
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forts of earth and hell to extirpate and de- 
ſtroy it, our aſtoniſhment riſes fill higher. 
— Should we add to this, his ſpecial kindneſs 
in bringing the goſpel into this city, and eſta- 
bliſhing chriſtian ſocieties in the midſt of us, 
there appears yet higher cauſe for the ex- 
If we fur- 
ther reflect on the divine care in raiſing up 
from age to age able miniſters of the New 


erciſe of gratitude and love. 


Teſtament, to go in and out before his 
people, and to break the bread of life unto 
them: and if <ve particularly of this com- 
munity, attend to the divine goodneſs in ſo 
amply providing for us amidſt many and 
great revolutions, and not ſuffering us after 
the death of our late truly honorcd paſtor, 
to fall into inteftine broils and contention :, 
and ſo to be conſumed one of another, but 
l:ceping us in perfect peace and mutual 
lo-e, and ſending us, we truſt, in anſwer 
to our prayers, a miniſter of his own chuſ- 
ing and qualifyinz, a workman that necd 
not be aſhamed :— What reaſon have we to 
cry out, Ble the Lord O our fouls, and ali 
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that is within us bleſs his holy name ! I here- 
fore O Lordis this unto us ? 


For my own part, I eſteem it my greateſt 
honor and happineſs to have been for ſo 
many years connected with you, and cſpe— 
pially to ſerve you in the goſpel of Cur157. 
And to have a ſonin any meaſure capable, 
and alſo willing to ſerve you in the ſame 
important work; and that after upwards of 
eight years ſervice amongſt you, he ſhould 
meet with your unanimous approbation, 
and be cordially invited to accept of office- 
power amongſt you, —fills me with unutter- 
able pleaſure, Greater joy I cannot have. 


AnD now that we may proceed with re- 
gularity in the ſolemnity before us, let me 
deſire you that are the members of this 
church to recognize your call of my ſon 
Caleb Evans to the office of an ELDER in 
this ſociety, by holding up the right hand. 


Which auas accordingly done. 


Id 


„ 
You are now, my ſon, to ſignify your 
acceptance of this our invitation. 


Which was expreſs d in the following terms. 


T ESTEEM it the hizheft honor and the greatefl 
happineſs of my hije, that T pave been, I truſt, 
counted faithful and put into the miniſtry by JE= 
sus my great maſier. Aud to recetve ſuch a pub- 
lic teflimonial as is noxv given me, of the appro- 
bation and l of this antient and truly reſpect- 
able fociety, after having ſerved them in the 
goſpel ſor more then cight years, yields me a ſa- 
tisfaftion I am unable to deſcribe. . I cannot in- 
deed but tremble chen I reflef upon my own 
weakneſs and wui:worthineſs, and ſcarcely know 
how to £9 on in the gbr in which I am engag d, 
much leſs to enlarge the ſphere of it. But yet 
ohen I confider the encouragements I hade from 
my divine maſter, aubo hath ſaid my grace is 
ſufficient for you, and lo I am with you alway 
even to the end of the world; and the aſfection 
ſhewn me by this ſocicty, as well as the accept- 
ableneſs, and, I hope, uſefulneſs of my labors 
among ft them ;---I dare not decline the call ſo una- 
nimorufly given me, but feel myſelf under a kind 
ef neceſſity to accept of it. And, in the fear of 


3 
— a CT CEO —— ap 


RES. 

Go, therefore, I da accept of it ; as I have 
before ſignified in a more private manner, and 
which I now thus publicly recognize.--- And it is 
my fixed reſolution in the flirength of divine grace, 
diligently, faithfully, and fervently to diſcharge 
the duties of my ſacred office, and in every reſpect 
to watch for ſculs as one that knows he muſt give 
an account, and earnefily hopes to do it with joy 
and not with grief. Brethren, prey for me. 


As it has been cuſtomary on ſuch occa- 
ſions as theſe, for the perſon to be ordained 
previouſly to give a ſummary account of 
his faith, I make no doubt but you my ſon 
are willing to comply with this laudable 
cuſtom, and are neither afraid nor aſhamed 
to declare your religious ſentiments in the 
preſence of this numerous aſſembly ; which 
you are now deſired to do. 


Here, the Confefton of Faith was deliver d 
avhich is herewith publiſhed. 


HavixG ſignified your acceptance of the 
invitation given you, and deliver'd a con- 
ſion of your faith that is I am perſuaded 
greatly to the ſatisfaction of the ſociety to 
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which you ſtand related, as well as of us 
your brethren in the miniſtry; what now 
remains is ſolemnly to ſet you apart to the 
office you have undertaken. 


THAT it is indeed the ſole prerogative 
of an aſcended JESUS, to give ſuch gifts 
unto men as are neceſſary effectually to 
qualify them for the work of the miniſtry ; 
that it is moreover the province of every 
ſeparate congregation to look out from 
amongſt them for ſuch perſons as appear 
to be thus qualified and to prove their gifts, 
and when prov'd to call them to the exerciſe 
of them as providence may direct; and fur- 
ther, that it is the undoubted right of every 
chriſtian church freely lo chooſe her oarn offi- 
cers J am very ſenſible, and moſt readi- 
ly acknowledge. But that it 1s the pecu- 
liar province of Paſtors and Elders to ordain 
or et apart ſuch perſons to the office to 


which they are call'd, to me ſeems equally 


evident. Thus in Acts vi. 1, 2, and fol- 
lowing verſes, we read that the apoſtles, 
when the number of the diſciples was mul- 


00 
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tiplied ſo that they could not manage their 


ſecular as well as ſpiritual concerns without 
ſome aſſiſtance, directed the church at Jeru- 
ſalem to look out from amongſt themſelves 
proper perſons who ſhould have the care of 
their temporal affairs; which accordingly 
they did, and when they had done it, they 
ſet thefe perſons before the apoſtles to be ordained 
or appointed to that buſineſs. So likewiſe 
in AQ xiii. 12, the prophets and teachers 
that were in the church at 4n:ioch, were 
ordered we read by the Holy Ghoſt to /epa- 
rate Barnabas and Saul to the work where- 
unto he had called them ; which they did 
accordingly. And the apoſtle Paul writing 
to Titus, chap. i. ver. 5, ſays to him 
for this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that theu 
SHouldeſt ſet in order the things that be want- 
ing, and erdain Elders in every city. | 


Tis true indeed what was properly apoſ- 
tolic, ceaſed with the apoſtles, But from 
the paſſages above-mentioned 'tis evident 
the work of ordination was not confin'd to 
the apoſtles, but was perform'd by other 
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and inferior miniſters in the church of 


* CurisT; and there ſeems to be therefore 


no reaſon why the ſame practice ſhould not 
be continued ſtill. The church ſtill needs 
and has different officers, and what better 
method can we take to introduce ſuch per- 
ſons into their reſpective offices, than that 


pointed out to us by the practice of the apoſ- 


tles and primitive miniſters in the church of 
Car1sT? A method well calculated to pre- 
ſerve order and decency in the church of 
God, and to keep diſorderly and unquali- 


- fied men from impoſing themſelves on the 


churches ; and which does by no means in- 
terfere with any of their rights and privi- 
leges. 

I wouLD further obſerve that in ſetting 
perſons apart to any ſacred- office, it has 
been cuſtomary to make uſe of faſting, prayer 
and impoſition of hands, And tho? we pre- 
tend not by the impoſition of our hands to 
convey any extraordinary gifts, yet as this 
rite in the buſineſs of ordination was evi- 
dently us'd in the apoſtolic age, where no 
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extraordinary gifts appear to have been cor3- 


municated by it, as in the ordination of 
deacons and of Barnabas and Saul before 


referr'd «to, who were all men full of the 


Holy Ghoſt before they were ordain'd ; we 
think ourſelves juſtified in following the 


example of the apoſtles in the uſe of this 


rite as well as in faſting and prayer; and 
ſhall now therefore attend to the ſolemnity 
before us, according to what we apprehend 
to be the primitive pattern. 


CONFESSION 
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CONFESSION of FAITH, 


DELIVERED AT HIS 
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CONFESSION, Ce. 


Az right of private judgment, eſ- 

pecially in matters of religion, I ap- 
prehend is the undoubted and unalienable 
privilege of every rational intelligent crea- 


ture. It is a privilege I claim myſelf, and 


for the uſe of which I am accountable only 
to Go; and it 1s a privilege which [ think 


every one ought to exerciſe, and has a right 


fully and freely to enjoy. Nor can I think 


this privilege is in any meaſure infring'd 


by the requeſt now made on the behalf of 
this ſociety, that I would give a free confeſ- 
Hon of my faith upon this occaſion. 'The 
members of this community have undoubt- 


edly a right to think for themſelves, as well 


: 
{ 
: 
: 
"2 
0 


( 16 ) 
as I have to think for myſelf. And as there 


are various doctrines, which, tho? decried 
by many profeſſing chriſtians, zhey judge to 


be the very eſſentials of the goſpel, and of 


the greateſt importance to their preſent and 
evcrlaſting welfare; it is certainly incum- 
bent upon them to be well ſatisfied that the 
perſon they chuſe to miniſter to them is well 
acquainted with theſe doctrines, and eſta- 


bliſh'd in the belief of them: for how can 


two walk together except they be agreed ? 
Indeed, if the people are to think freely 
for themſelves as well as a minifter for him- 
ſelf, how can it be ſuppos'd pg/ible in the 
very nature of things, they ſhould volunta- 
rily chuſe a miniſter who appears to be 
either ignorant of, or an enemy to thoſe 
principles, which they eſteem ſacred and 
infinitely important. Tis eaſy to zalk about 
charity, and *tis much more amiable to ex- 
erciſe it upon every fit object and occaſion ; 
but what I have juſt mentioned, let our 
charity be ever ſo diffuſive, cannot be. As 
well might we ſuppoſe a proteſtant ſociety 
to chuſe a popiſh inſtructor, or a popiſh 


1 


Pciety to chuſe a mahometan one. And if 


religious community have a right to make 
ny enquiry into the faith of him they chuſe 


for a miniſter, they have certainly a right 


to make all the enquiry they judge to be 


of importance to their general peace and 
welfare : nor can a miniſter have any right 
to: impoſe himſelf upon a people without 
giving them ſuch ſatisfaction as they judge 
reaſonable with reſpe& to his faith, any 
more than a people have a right to impoſe 
their faith upon a miniſter. And though it 
be pretended that by a miniſter's being re- 
fuſed by a ſociety, and conſequently being 
ſhut out from the emoluments of that ſoci- 
ety, he is embarraſs'd and his freedom of 
enquiry obſtructed; yet ſurely no juſt cauſe 
of complaint can ariſe from hence, unlefs 
it be prov'd reaſonable, that in order to pre- 
ſerve entire the freedom of enquiry to a 
Miniſter, you ſhould alte awvay this freedom 
from the people. And if this be reaſona- 
ble, then all the abſurdities of Rome itſelf, 
the faith of whoſe votaries is at the diſpoſal 
of her prieſts, may be prov'd to be reaſon- 


3% oy 
able too. Nay, if this be reaſonable, then 
a miniſter ought to be retain'd and ſupport. 


ed by a ſociety, tho' in conſequence of his | 


free enquiries he ſhould happen to be a deiſt, 
ſince upon theſe principles, if a ſociety Co 
not retain and ſupport ſuch a miniſter, thcy 
are enemies to free-enquiry and the libert; 
of private judgment. Nor is it by 2ny 
means ſufficient that a miniſter declare his 


belief of the bible in general, ſince this i; 


a declaration which a papiſt will make as 
well as a proteſtant, the greateſt enemy to 
the doctrines of the goſpel, as well as the 
moſt zealous friend of them. And though, 
after the fulleſt confeſſion of faith it is po/ 


fible, ſhocking it is to think that it ſhould 


be poſſible for a miniſter to impoſe upon a 
people and to declare he believes what he 
really does not believe, pretending in pri- 
vate that he aſſents to ſuch and ſuch arti- 
cles of faith, becauſe made terms of his 
admiſſion by the people, and as articles of 
peace, not of belief; yet ſtill there 1s no 
more reaſon upon this account to aboliſh 
the cuſtom cf a miniſter's giving a confeſ- 


4 


„ 8 „ 


5A WW t on Mrs K tus 2 — 


1 


1 fon of his faith previous to his ordination, 
8 than there is in civil matters to aboliſh the 
© uſe of all kinds of promiſes or oaths, be- 
cauſe they are, it is well known, groſsly 
abus'd by many, and the force of them 


evaded. 


AnD, as it is not poſſible for a conſcien- 


tious people to make choice of a miniſter, 
without being ſatisfied in what they appre- 
hend to be the ſoundneſs of his faith, as 


well as the purity of his morals; ſo it does 
not ſeem conſiſtent for any conſcientious 
miniſters to join in the ordination of ano- 
ther miniſter, without having the like ſatis- 
faction. For if a perſon that is propoſed for 
ordination be ſo erroneous in his principles 
or ſo defective in his morals, that in the 
judgment of thoſe who are deſired to or- 
dain him, he is likely rather to hurt and 
injure than ſerve and promote the cauſe of 
CuRTSH and immortal ſouls — how can they 
with any propriety or conſcientiouſly join 
in his ordination? It is as abſurd and in- 
conſiſtent to ſuppoſe it, as it would be to 
C 
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ſuppoſe they could with propriety and con- 
ſcientiouſly declare their approbation of a 
perſon whom, at the ſame time, they 
greatly diſapprove. And notwithſtanding 
all the ſpecious and plauſible things which 
are ſaid in favour of ſuch inconſiſtency, 
this I will venture to aflirm is an abſolute 
contradiction in nature. 


Jau very ſenſible it is become now quite 
faſhionable, zealouſly and indiſeriminately 
to decry all creeds and ſyſtematic confeſſions 
of faith, and vehemently to inveigh againſt 
them, as invading the liberty wherewith 
CHRIST hath made us free. But it is very 
_eafy to ſee that the grand rock of offence 
with theſe ſpecious declaimers is not azy 
creed or ſyſtem, for they have all ſome 
creed or ſyſtem of their own, and are often 
not a little ſanguine 1n defence of it ; but 
it is that particular ſyſtem of faith which 
has long been and Rill is the bulwark and 
glory of the reformation, which is the ob- 
ject of their averſion, and to deſtroy which 
they ſeem determined to leave no artifice 
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pntry'd. But great is the truth and it will 


** 


prevail. And from what has been ſuggeſted, 


it is I think very evident that a miniſter's 
giving a confeſlion of his faith previous to 


his ordination, is ſo far from interfering 
with the right of private judgment, not- 
withſtanding all the florid declamations to 
the contrary, that it is rather on the other 
hand a neceſſary conſeguence of the natural 


exerciſe of this right, betwixt a miniſter 


and the people to whom he is called to mi- 
nilter. | 


Ines taken the liberty of mentioning 
theſe things upon this ſolemn occaſion, thus 
publicly to vindicate this ſociety from every 
unjuſt aſperſion that may be thrown upon 
them, on account of the requeſt they have 


made that I would now give them a free 


confeſſion of my faith; as well as to vin- 
dicate myſelf in complying with this re- 
queſt : which by the help of Goo, I will 
now do with the utmoſt freedom and cheer- 
fulneſs. For tho” it cannot be ſuppos'd 
my chriſtian friends of this ſociety, among! 
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whom I have labored in the goſpel for more 
than eight years and by whoſe invitation I 
am now come to be ordained, are ſtrangers 
to my religious principles; yet I judge it 
highly reaſonable to make a public decla- 
ration of them upon this occaſion, not only 
to demonſtrate my readineſs to give them 
all the ſatisfaction they can deſire in an af. 
fair ſo important, but alſo to manifeſt in 
this open manner zheir ſteady and uniform 
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regard as well as my oxwn hearty attachment 
to thoſe 1mportant truths of the everlaſting 4 
goſpel, which alas! to too many in the. 


preſent day, are a ſtumbling block or fool- 
Iſhneſs. | 


BLESs ED be God I am not aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Curisr ; and why then Fe” 
ſhould I be afraid or aſham'd publicly to th 
declare what appears to me to be the ſum & 
and ſubſtance of it? Aſham'd no -* G4 it 
forbid T ſhould glory ſave in the croſs of Chriſt, Ki 
by whom the world and all its ſcoffs and 4 
reproaches are I truſt crucified unto me; ir 
and I unto the world. 
* Gal, Vi, 14. 
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: In the preſence therefore of the great 


Reart ſearching Gop and of this numerous 


Congregation, I confeſs my cordial belief 


of the following doctrines ;z which clearly 


appear to me after mature and deliberate 
gonſideration, to be a ſummary of the faith 
Which is delivered to the ſaints in Gop's 
moſt holy word, and which it is my duty 
herefore * to hold faſt. 


Tus baſis of all religion is the Being of 


4 Gov. I begin therefore with declaring 
my firm belief of this great and important 
truth, —T hat there is a God. 


* SURROUNDED as J am on every ſide with | 
numberleſs diſplays of infinite wiſdom pow- 


er love and other perfections; beholding 


thoſe ſtupendous luminaries the ſun the moon 


and the ſtars above me ; the earth with all 
Its rich and endleſs variety of trees plants 
Herbs fruits and flowers beneath me ; ſur- 
veying moreover the numerous tribes of be- 
Ipgs in the air and in the water, in the fo- 


\ 
* 2 Tim. i. 13. 
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( 24 ) 
reſt and in the field, in the ſmalleſt of 
which I fee a world of wonders ; and eſpe. 


cially contemplating my own exiſtence, the 
amazing powers of this organized material 
body, and the yet more amazing faculties 
of the active ſpirit that is lodged within; 
— conviction of the Being of a G op flaſhes 
upon my mind, with evidence and demon- 
tration almighty and irreſiſtible. By ſuch 
a ſtupendous chain of effects, I am con- 
ſtrained to aſcend to a firſt original cauſe, 
and could as ſoon ceaſe to be, as ceaſe to 
believe that there is a God. The unity 
and the peculiar perfections and attributes, 
ſuch as the eternity, jmmutability, omniſ- 
cience, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and 
truth, of this great firſt unoriginated ſel! 
exiſtent Being whom we call Gop, are in 
ſome meaſure almoſt as demonſtrable as hi; 
exiſtence, from the various and wonder! 
works of his hands: all which do with : 
loud voice proclaim his “eternal ober and 
godbead. 


* Rom. i. 20. 


; ( 25 ) 

zur the cleareſt diſcoveries we have of 
e Divine Being are I apprehend in the 
written revelation he has himſelf graciouſly 
given us in his holy avord. 


= 
9 


> WHATEVER may be diſcoverable by the 
light of nature, that Gop ſhould ſee fit to 
give mankind a written revelation is not 
goly poſſible, but I apprehend from the 
goodneſs of God and the manifeſt advan- 
tages reſulting from ſuch a revelation, is 
highly probable; and that he has done fo, 
and that this revelation is contain'd in the 
books of the Old and New Teſtament, I 
firmly believe. Such are the external and 
internal proofs of the divine authority of 
theſe writings, ariſing from the characters 
gf their penmen, the uncontroul'd miracles 
which were wrought in their confirmation, 
the unqueſtionable truth of the grand lead- 
ing facts related in them, the exact fulfil- 
ment of the prophecies they contain, par- 
ticularly thoſe reſpecting the Meſſiah, and J 
had almoſt ſaid above all, from the holy 
Bature deſign and tendency of them; — 


that unleſs I were to indulge the moſt unrea- 
ſonable infidelity, I muſt acknowledge they 
| are divine. They are worthy of Gop, they 
| bear upon them his impreſs, and I firmly 
believe therefore were inſpir'd by him. 
Accordingly I receive this ſacred volume 

with humility gratitude and love, as con- 


( 26 ) 
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taining the lively oracles of Gop; I prize = 
it as a gift of ineſtimable value and impor- | 
tance; and cannot but eſteem it my indiſ- Of 
penſible duty implicitly to ſubmit to it in 
all things of a religious nature, and to 
make it the only ſtandard both of my faith 3 


and manners. And it is becauſe I am fully 
ſatisfied the following principles are deriv'd 
from this pure fountain of unadulterated 
truth, that I cordially embrace them as ar- 
ticles of my faith, and the foundation of my 
hope and comfort. | 


To theſe ſacred records I acknowledge 
myſelf indebted for the cleareſt and moſt 
ſatisfactory diſcoveries of the Divine Being. 
It 1s here I learn with certainty that there 
is but “ oe God, even he who is diſtinguiſh» 

* x Cor, viii. 4, 


FP £073 

ea by the appellation of the one living and 
rue God, in oppolition to the many falſe 
WT deities ador'd by the heathen ; it is here I 
am taught with the brighteſt evidence, that 


n. 50 this one God is a Being of * 7znfinite recti- 
ne 5 tude, unſpotted purity and holineſs, and inflexi- 
n- 35 juſtice and truth, as well as a Gop of im- 
ze menſe power, knowledge, wiſdom and love; 
r- Pere I am made to underſtand that + in the 


. unity of the Godhead there are three divine per- 
in Ros, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


to into whoſe name therefore we are com- 
th manded to be baptized, and who are all 
ly Apoken of as poſſeſſing divine attributes, 
24 and partaking of divine honors, and con- 
A &quently mult be one in nature and eſſence, 
= however inferior in office in the oeconomy 
wy of redemption, or there cannot be but one 
Bob. And as my bible teaches me theſe 
things concerning the Divine Being in the 
ge fulleſt and cleareſt manner, I firmly believe 
t them, notwithſtanding they ſurpaſs my nar- 
ry roy comprehenſion, as every thing relating 
re eto the Divine Being muſt neceſſarily do. 


h- wy * Plal cxlv, 17. f Matt. xxviii. 29. 


8 


T further believe upon the ſame divine 


authority that“ in the beginning God made the | A F 
heavens and the earth, and all the hoſt of them, 1 3 
Amongſt other creatures of his hand but bp. Ps 
greatly ſuperior to them all except the an- 
gels, and bat a little lower than this bright 


order of beings, I beliewe he made man; in 


the formation and ſtructure of whoſe body > 


and in the faculties of whoſe ſoul, he gave 
ſtriking ſpecimens of his exquiſite ſkill and 


wiſdom, as well as of almighty power and 
love. I believe that Gop created man in 


after or according to his own image, yea that 
in the moral and ſpiritual image of Gop 
created he him. I believe that when he 
had thus made man he conſtituted him lord 
of this lower creation, aſſign'd him the pa- 
radiſe of Eden for his pleaſant abode, fur- 
niſh'd it with a rich variety of every fruit 
that 1s good for food, and of every tree in 
the garden ſave one permitted him freely to 
eat; and then to conſummate his happi- 
neſs, gave him a fair beloved companion 


to ſhare it with him. I believe that man 


Gen, chap. i. il, lit, 


depravity and ruin. 


13 


1 eing thus in honor abode not, but ell from 
31 high holy honorable and happy flate in 
F aobich) he wwas created. The great creator 
. "freeing fit in his infinite wiſdom to conſtitute 
a certain tree in the garden call'd the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil as a poſitive 
teſt of the obedience or diſobedience of his 
creature man, I believe that in oppoſition 
to his maker's expreſs and poſitive com- 
mand, and in defiance of the awful ſancti- 
ons of it, he wilfully tranſgreſſed, and be- 


ing left to the freedom of his own will, eat 
of the forbidden fruit, and thereby involv'd 
himſelf and his unborn poſterity, in guilt 
—This doctrine of 
original fin as it is commonly called, or that 
Adam was not only the natural but alſo the 
federal head and repreſentative of his off- 
ſpring, and that we are all immerſed there- 
fore in the conſequence of his diſobedience, 
3s ſo fully taught in the word of Gop as 


: well as by daily experience, that I cannot 
but believe it. My bible tells me that * Ey 


one man fin entered into the world, and death 
Rom. v. 12, and following verſes. 


7 


( 30 ) 
by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, in whang 
all have ſinned; that by the offence of one judg- 
ment came upon all nen to condemnation ; that 
by the diſobedience of one many are made ſinners ; 
that the whole world is become guilty before 
God, and that in Adam all die. My bible 
tells me alſo, that Adam after his fall * be. 
gat a ſon in his own likeneſs, that that which 
zs born of the ſleſb is fleſh, and that except a man 
be born again he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 
And indeed when I reflect upon the multi- 
plicity of pains and ſorrows and the various 
kinds of death to which I ſee innumerable 
infants daily. expoſed, notwithſtanding they 
are perſonally innocent and have not ſin- 
ned + after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſ- 
fon; J have no other way of accounting 
for ſo plain and flagrant a fact than that 


which my bible teaches me, which is that 


all theſe calamities flow from Adam's fin 
Ji whom all have ſinned, or in the guilt of 
whoſe ſin all muſt be involv'd or they would 
not ſhare in the puniſhment. When I ob- 


* Gen, v. iii. + Rom, v. 14. |} Rom. v. 12. 
John iii. 3. 6, 9 


9. moreover the early propenſities to ſin 


ee of vice in the world, and the remains 


from a pure fountain; yea and even 


che honor of Gop himſelf in whoſe 


gable, can be overthrown, it ſeems highly 


4 6 

rover'd by children as ſoon as ever they 
capable of acting, the general diſregard 
piritual and eternal things, the preva- 


Mere are of ſin in the beſt of men; I find 
Impoſüble to deny univerſal depravity, 
wakes could ſuppoſe poiſonous ſtreams to 


ge man was at firit made, I am con- 
ined to acknowledge he is now fallen. 
The righteouſneſs of this primitive conſti- 
tation if we conſider the natural union be- 
tween Adam and his poſterity, the perfeQi- 
on of his nature, and the advantageous Cir- 
cumitances in which he was placed, is I 
think very apparent and cannot with any 
propriety be diſputed. Though if it was 
ever ſo difficult to account for it, till the 
fact itſelf, which is in my opinion irrefra- 


Indecent to make vehement outcries againſt 
WM, leſt we ſhould be found fighting even 
inf G9D, 


3 


IruxrRHER believe upon divine autho, 


ricy, that from all eternity Gop out of hi} 
mere good pleaſure and to diſplay the rich 
of his ſovereign grace and mercy, foreſce 


ing the fall of man, graciouſly determined tore. 
cue a cerlain number of this aboſtate race from il 
ruins of the fall, and to raiſe them to all i 
privileges of the fons of God: whilſt at th: 
ſame time in his awful juſtice and righteou!. 


neſs he ſuffered all the angels that fell t. 
periſh in their diſobedience. * He 109k il 
hold of the nature of angels, but the ſecd 


Abraham. — That all mankind are juſtly es. 
pos'd to eternal ruin, and have not the lea 
meritorious claim to the divine favor, | 
neceſſarily ſuppoſed from the repeated a 
ſurances we have that the proviſion mac: 
for the recovery of any of them is the effec 


of mere grace and mercy. That the gre! 


God has a ſovereign undoubted right to di- 


penſe his free favors to whom and in Wh, 


manner and degree he pleaſes, muſt be al. 
lowed. That he ever has and ſtill does au 


ally exerciſe this ſovereign prerogative in thi 


# Heb, ii, 16, 


tho, 
his 
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penſation of the various bleſſings of na- 
fe providence an grace, giving to ſome 


3 | e, to others five, and to others ten ta- 


8 


ats, is equally ev den, hat Gop could 
=” actually ſaved all mankind in a perfect 
Wſiſtency with free agency had he ſeen fit 
to do, but that all mankind are not actu- 
8 y ſaved ; and that he could have granted 
WM {ame exalted degree of. ſpiritual privi- 
es to all that he has to ſome, if this had 
Hen his pleaſure, but that he has not; is 
indiſputable. That he ſends the goſpel par- 
ticularly to ſome places, and not to others, 
yea that he ſent his ſon himſelf to * Cora. 
and Beth/aida and not to 7yre and Sidon, 
though he knew the inhabitants of Chora- 
and Beth/aida would not be brought to 
repentance thereby, and that the inhabi- 
tants of Tyre and Sidon would had they en- 
Joy'd the ſame privileges, cannot be denied. 
Theſe are ſtubborn facts, the evidence of 
Which is irreſiſtible. And whar is there im- 
Nied in theſe things leſs than the much a- 
S$us'd and groſly miſrepreſented doctrine of 


* Mat, xi, 21, 


634 ) | 0 
ferſonas election, or the free and ſovercig: 5 
choice of a certain number of mankind 
eternal life? — —That the tender merci: 
of Gop are ov 'r all his works; that Goof 
is not the author of ſin and does by of 


. 


means exerciſe any poſitive influence lead 
ing men to fin ; that no man ſhall be calbd“ 
to an account for the abuſe of privileges he 
never enjoy'd, but ſhall have a moſt fait 

and equitable trial, and be condemned not 

by any arbitrary decrce, but for the wilulj 
violation of known duty, and ſo his con- 
demnation be entirely of himſelf ; that by 
the ſovereign will and pleaſure of Gop ve 
are not to underſtand a capricious wanton 8 
diſplay of power, but ſuch a diſplay of it 
as is perfectly conſiſtent with the highetl 

wiſdom, and tends moſt to the furthering 
the nobleſt of all ends the glory of Gop; 
that all ſuch as are choſen of Gop are 
choſen thro* ſanctification of the ſpirit unto 7 
obedience, and conſequently are not at li-. 
berty to live as they liſt ;—all theſe things 

are moſt readily allowed, and I abhor con- 
cluſions of a contrary nature, as much 2: 
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4 oſe who may violently charge them upon 


He as the neceſſary conſequence of this doc- 


Ein. Nor are there in my apprehenſion 


y other difficulties attending this import- 


Int truth, but ſuch as ariſe from the fore- 


Knowledge of Gov, the introduction of 
Poral evil into the world, and a particular 
Wrovidence ; which yet we cannot deny 


Fithout denying the plaineſt fact and al- 


Woſ commencing atheiſts. And with reſpect 
& the evidence of this truth ariſing from 


ripture, tis ſo plain and abundant, that 
Ine would think it impoſſible for any one 


read the bible and overlook it. For there 


read that CA 18T himſelf ſaid, * all that 


15 Father giveth me ſhall come to me, and 
Nis is the Father's will, that of all which ke 
Bath given me 1 ſhould loſe nothing. There I 
read that the ſaints the ſaved of the Lok p, 
are ſuch as are cheſen to ſalvation according 
yo the good pleaſure of the aivin? vill, and ts 


- whe praiſe of the glory of his grace; that they 


are ſaved and called with an holy calling not 


I 7 John vi. 37, 39. f Eph. i. 5, 6. Rom. 
ili. 29. 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Pet. i. 2, 


— 
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according io their works, but according to hi 


own purpoſe and grace which was given in, 
Chriſt before the world began; that they are 
prediſtinated to be conform'd to the image (j\ 


his ſon, and elea according to the fore-know;- 
ledge of God the Father, through /andificatic: 
of the ſpirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of th: 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt. I cannot therefore de- 
ny this doctrine, notwithſtanding all the 
dreadful repreſentations ſome men have 
preſum'd to give of it, but am under a ne- 


ceſſity of yielding a hearty aſſent to it, 1 
bright and ſtrong does the evidence appear ® 
to me by which it is confirm'd. And this 


is the important leſſon I learn from it, that 
he who glorieth ſhould glory only in the Lord, 


and that with the deepeſt humility ever) 
believer ought to ſay, by the "ag of Gd 
am what I am. 


In order to accompliſh the purpoſes of 
divine love towards his apoſtate creatures, 
and in conſequence of thoſe counſels of 
peace which were from all eternity between 
the Father and the Son, I believe that in 


— 
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; „ 
* fulneſs of time the Son of Ged became 
c 


arnate, took upon him the lowly ſorm of 


AL 


S ſervant, led a moſt uſeful amiable and 


meritorious life, yielding in all things a 
perfect obedience to the divine will, en- 
Jur'd a moſt amazing conflict in the garden 
of Gethſemane, and at length in agonies 
Pein red upon the croſs, as a vicarious 


« ning ſacrifice for the fins of his choſen 

7 cople; according to his own declaration, 
oy: down my life for the ſheep ®. be- 
eve that on the third day he roſe from 
dne dead as a triumphant conqueror, 


Bod after having for a while convers'd 


diſciples and given full proof of 
mis reſurrection, n x gain to heaven 
From whence he originally came, and where 


he ever liveth to male interceſſion for us. 1 


wpelieve that hereby the juſtice of God was 
fully ſatisſied, his holineſs inſinitely exalted, 


the malignity of fin inexpreſſibly magni- 
ſied, and the divine compaſſion and love 
moſt amazingly and gloriouſly diſplay'd. 
believe that zhe lord Jeſus Chriſt is the alone 


preritorious aud procuring cauſe of the evhile 6f 


E Tohn x. 15. 


— 
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ſalvation, that he is“ made of God to all then 


that believe, wiſdom righteouſneſs ſan&ification 
and redemption, and that we are waſh'd ſanc- 
tified and juſlified, in the name or for the ſake 
of the Lord Feſus and by the ſpirit of our God. 
I believe that our perſons and ſervices are 
accepted only in him the beloved, and that all 
the bleſſings of grace and glory flow to us 
in and thro* him, who by the imputation 


therefore of his merits is the end of the lau 


for righteouſneſs, yea and all in all, to every 
one that bilieveth. — This grand doctrine ct 
the atonement and mediation of CHRIS 
and ſalvation through him alone, ſhins 

with ſuch amazing luſtre through the whole 
of the goſpel revelation, and is ſo evident- 
ly the diſtinguiſhing doctrine contain'd in 
it; and it is moreover fo impoſſible to ac- 
count for the bloody ſweat of the innocent 
redeemer in the garden, and his amazing 
language upon the croſs, + y God, my Cod, 
evhy haſt thou forſaken me, unleſs we allow 
that the chaſti/ement of our peace was upon him 
and that he /uffer'd the juſt for the unjuſ ; 


1 Cor. 1. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11, + Matt, xxvil. 
46. Iſai. lit. 5, 
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t at with the bible in my hands I conld as 
Joon deny the exiſtence of Jesus, as his 
5 icarious atonement ſacrifice and media— 
tion. Nor can any doctrine be more wor- 
thy of Gop, however ſuperior to our limit- 
ell underſtandings. Here I fee fin puniſh'd, 
all the Leeren of Deity exalted, and 
the chief of ſinners ſaved. Here I ſee mer- 
icy and truth, rizhtcouſncſs and peace em- 
bracing each other, and triumphing toc e- 
ther. Here I ſee in the perſon of the great 
Wnmanuel, Deity and humanity, which fin 
had ſeparated, reunited, and an effectun! 
way opened for a like happy union between 
ob and every believing ſoul. I receive 
Fthcrefore this glorious heart-cheering doc- 


E trine as well worthy of all acceptation, 


and am ready I truſt to * coun? all things but 
* Is, ſo that I may but ain Chriſt and be found 


F . ps . . - 
in him, net having mine own rig biecuſucſi 


8 which is of the lax, but the righteouſneſs which 


0 is of God by faith, 


3 
10 
. 
7 


S 


I BELIEVE the abſolute necc//ity ' of regencra- 


tion; or that Þ except a man be born again, 


; Phil. iii. 8, 9. + John iii. 3. 
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( 49 ) | 
paſs under a ſpiritual divine change, has Wo | 
underſtanding enlightened, his will re. 
new'd, and his affections ſpiritualiz'd , an! 
is brought to a ſpiritual knowledge faith 
and love of CarisT and true holineſs, /:i 8 
cannot ſee the kingdim of God, * If any mat F 


be in Chriſt he ts a new creature, all old thin 
/ 5 


are paſt' d away, and behold all things are tt 5 


Las 
come new. f And without holineſs, i. e 72 
without a real fervent prevailing love tf 
Gov, and a cheerful obedience to his com: 
mands, let our principles and profeſſion; 
be what they will, we are moſt peremptori- 
ly aſſur'd no man fall ſee the Lord. I beiic 
that the renewal of the heart, and the ſanc- 
tification cf our corrupt natures, are effect. 


ed by the operations of the good ſpirit 6 
Gop, and in and thro' or for the ſake cf 
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the mediation of IE SuS CHeEIST. f Put ; 
are cuaſbed, but ye are ſanctiſfed, ſays the 
apoſtle Paul, as well as juſtified n the rar: 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of cur Gad. 
How the ſpirit of Gop performs this work 


© 


1. 5 . * * 
J know not: but that it is in a perfect con- 


8 2 ' 22 — * 
2 Cor, v. 17. 1 Heh. xu, 11. 11 Cor. yi 
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"i 8 tency with the freedom of the will I 
l Wmly believe; for he“ avorketh to quill as 
We/! as to do, of his good pleaſure. 


I ner vz moreover that where the 
. of grace is begun, f zt all be carried 
olle day of Chriſt, and that the children 
of God ſhall be At by the mighty poæver Y 
* tro“ faith unto ſalvation. 


[ FURTHER believe that as there are va- 
us means of grace which it is our duty 


WW ioently to attend, ſo there are eſpecially 
» f v0 poſitive inſtitutions which CarisT has 
„ oyn'd upon all his followers, Bapriſe: 
cnc the Lord's Supper. 


hn 5 | 
the = © and Holy Ghoſt, as an emblem of our 
7: peing waſh'd from fin and dying to it, and 
a” | 


„ iüng again to a new and holy life, f For 
9 de are buried with Chriſt by baptiſm unto death, 
In- 5 Plat lite as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead ty 
Phil. ii. 13. + Phil, i. 6, 1. Pet. i. 5. 
f 1 Rom. vi. 4, | 


4 f 288 
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6 4 
the glory of the Father, even ſo we allo full 
wall in newneſs of life. A credible prof: 
fion of faith and repentance are I beliey TOY 
the neceſſary qualifications for this od 


- 
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nance, nor have we any authority to alt: 
or di{penſe with them. V theu belicx; 
avith all thine heart thou mayeſ?. 


Tae Lords Supper is an ordinance, whcrW 
in the devout receiving of the elements 3 4 
bread and wine, is deſigned I believe 


impreſs upon our hearts a deep and liv. 
ſenſe of the benefits reſulting from the deal bi l 
of CnRisr, + whoſe fiſh is to every belie- 
er meat indeed, and whoſe blood is drink 2 
This do in remembrance of me. | ; | 
* 
I BELIEVE that as it is appointed for a 


men once to die, ſo at death the 9 body retu- 3 4 


4 * 


to the duſt from whence it was taken, aud. 
ſjirit to God that gave it, I believe that H 3 
the appointed day || the trumpet fall ſour: gl 
the graves be open'd, the dead rais'd, the jul 5 
enthron'd, the hooks unfolded, and that we 2 ; . 


* Acts viii. 37. + John vi. 55. t Lu 
xxii. 19, & Eccleſ. xii. 7, || 1 Cor, xv. 5% We. 
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, 4 ' 1 appear before the judgment ſeat of Chris. 


"RT believe that every impious mouth ſhall 
een be ſtopped, and that to all the habi- 
Wually wicked impenitent and ungodly, who 
a an be plac'd on his left hand, he will 
"Hoſt certainly ſay, and cauſe the equity of 
hc ſentence to be univerſally ſeen and ac- 
4 5 nowledged, depart from me ye curſed into 
a E 4 derlaſting burnings with the dewil and his an- 
r ever. But to them on his right 
7 Fand who ſhall appear to be of a very dif- 
; I rent character, with ſmiles of infinite 
5 5 nplacency and love he will graciouſly 
el: 5 «/, + come ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the 
indtil =» kingdom prepared for you I from before the 
2 8 oundation of the world. At the cloſe of 
which ſolemn ſcene, thoſe on the left hand 
F the judge Hall go away into everlaſting 


1 4 ni/oment, but the righteous into life eternal. 


== Urs are my diſtinguiſhing religious 
can principles. Theſe are the genuine ſenti— 
e, ments cf my heart, the power and energy 
ee * Rom. xiy, 10. + Mat, xxv. 41. f Mats 
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of which I hope I have in ſome meaſurif 
felt, and earneſlly deſire more amply to ex. 7 
perience. And theſe moreover are the bY 


grand doctrines I deſign to make the ſub. | 


ject of my future miniftrations—upon 


which I do myſelf, and hope you my friend | 
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will alſo, fervently implore the divine 


bleſſing. 


I am very ſenſible that many of theſe 


doctrines are quite oppoſite to the faſhion. 


able tenets of the preſent day. Nor ſhall 


J wonder whilſt I profeſs to hold and pre- 
ſume to explain and recommend them, if 
I am ſometimes branded with the odium cf. 
a weak head, and ſometimes with the much 


greater reproach of a diſhoneſt bad he- 


But bleſſed be Gov I hope I can ſincer 
ſay, * zone of theſe things move mean |! 2 


deſire not to count even my life dear to m, 
that I may but finiſh my courſe with jiy, .. 
the miniſtry I have received of the Lord 70 


Conscious however of ny own imper- i 5 
fection weakneſs and fallibility, I deſire 


always to keep my mind open to conviction; 
I Acts XX, 24. 
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ſuperſcription upon their ſouls, 
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3 ar hope I ſhall never be ſuffered 1 to kee 


"xn _ any part of what may appear to me to 


pe the counſel of Gon. 


F Nox would I forget that 'tis my ir dif- 


: penſible duty to hold the truth in love. An! 
pleſſed be Gop I can ſolemnly declare from 


my inmoſt ſoul, that whatever differences 
There may be in ſentiment betwixt real 


Mhriſtians, owing to the imperfection of the 


reſent ſtate and the various prejudices to 


. hich we are all liable, yet with the whole 
Laib of Jesus whatever be their denom1- 


ation, with all that breathe his ſpirit and 


0 emper, and appear to have his image and 


tecl my 
eart united. And moſt tenderly do there- 


7 Wore ſalute them all, and you my friends of 


: this ſociety in a particular manner, as bre- 


Wthren in the LoxDd; whoſe welfare and 


happineſs I fervently wiſh to promote, and 
3 with whom J hope to ſpend a bliſs ful eter- 
nity, in thoſe tranſporting regions where 
every miſt and cloud of darkneſs ſhall be 
| done away, and we ſhall all be light in the 
Loa Even ſo, Amen and Amen! 
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By SAMUEL STENNETT, D. D. 
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part aſſigned me in the ſolemn 
} = ſcrvice of this day, is to exhort you, 
5 m. brother, to the duties of that ſacred 
er with which you are now inveſted, 
de] perſwade myſelf, ſo intimate have 
een my connections with you and fo great 
f my concern for your comfort and uſeful- 
meſs, that you will excuſe the frecdom with 
ich I ſhall addreſs you: and the rather 
© you will reflect that whilſt I am ſpeaking 
d you, Sir, I am ſpeaking to myſelf. What 
| may be offered to your conſideration, I ſhall 
© ound upon the words of the Apoſtle, and 
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thoſe connected with them, which we hay; 
in | 


As XX. 19. SERVING THE LORD WITH 
ALL HUMILITY OP MIND, AND Wirtz 
MANY TEARS AND TEMPTATIONS. 


ExAMPLE, it hath! often been obſerves, 


hath a greater effect upon the minds of men 
in common than precept. It is therefor: 
our happineſs with regard to the duties of 
the miniſterial office, as well as thoſe of p:i.| 
vate chriſtians, that as they are clearly la 
down in the bible, ſo they are therein exc 
plified in many firiking inſtances, 
inſtance which now preſents itſelf to 
view, is no leſs an one than that f 


apoſtle Paul, I am aware indeed th“ 
ſuſtained an extraordinary character in 


church of God, that he was endowed wit! 
ſupernatural and miraculous gifts, and thi: 
he was called by providence to ſervices of- 
far more arduous and extenfive kind, than 
are expected from any of us; yet the  : 
count given us in this context of the man- 
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Her in which he acquitted himſelf at Ephe- 
ſus, the few years he ſpent there, is in the 
general very well fitted to be drawn into an 
example for our imitation. T is true, the 


particular kind of trial which he there en- 
dured, and the proſpect of martyrdom he 
had before him, are circumſtances of a pe- 
culiar nature, and do not admit of any com- 
pariſon: but the ſervices he rendered to his 
maſter, and the manner in which he per- 
formed them, deſerve our moſt diligent at- 
tention. 


H was at this time upon a journey from 


certain places he had been viſiting in Greece 
to jeruſalem. And not having time to take 


Epheſus in his way, he ſends for the elders 


of the church there, to meet him at Miletus. 
This interview was ſolemn and affecting. 
For though the apoſtle knew not particu- 
larly what ſhould befall him, yet he was 
very apprehenſive that he ſhould ſee their 
faces no more in the fleſh. This opportu- 
nity therefore he takes, whilſt he bad them 


« final adieu, and commended them to the 


G 


* 


—_— —_— 
© 


—— 
— 


3 FSA 


— — W 4 
ys 
—— 


bs © 


' 4 


(3 3829) 


care and influence of divine grace; to ex- | 


hort them to their duty, and to urge them 


to it from the example he had ſet them, the be 


few years he had been among them, 


His exhortation we have in v. 28, Tat: 


8 
2 


i: 8 


7 
4 


heed unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, ever © 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you owverſcer:, © 
to feed the church of God, which he hath pur. | 


chaſed with his own blood. An exhortation 


he the rather preſſes upon them, as 4now- 


ing that after his departure grievous wolx!; 
would enter in among them, not ſparing the 


fuck, and men would ariſe, ſpeaking perve/; 


things, to draw away the diſciples afier them". 
Now to the faithful diſcharge of the duties 


comprehended in this exhortation he urges | 


them, as I ſaid, by a conſideration of the 


example he himſelf ſet them. Nor was 


there in this the leaſt oſtentation or vain- 

glory. It was fit he ſhould upon ſo extra. 

ordinary an occaſion, appeal to them, for 

the uprightneſs of his conduct. And the 

tenderneſs of the ſcene, he might well 
Acts xx. 30, 


a as 
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n 


( 53 ) 


Pope as they moſt affectionately loved him, 
would add weight to the inſtructions ari- 
: ſing from his example, Wherefore he 


reminds them, firſt, of his ſervices among 


4 them: and ſecondly, after what manner 
they were performed. 
4 N 


FirsT, In general he tells them he had 
' ſerved the Lord, Chriſt was his maſter, 
and to ſerve his intereſts had been his 
grand object. To this end he had taught 


them prublickly, + had preached the kingdom of 


God * among them, had declared the divine 
counſel to them, t and had zeflified the goſpel 
ef the grace of Grd, || inſiſting on the neceſ- 
ſity of repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. & The ſeveral 
truths of natural and revealed religion he 
had largely diſcourſed of, illuſtrating, de- 


fending, and improving them. And ſo he 


had ſerved CarisT, by laboring to the 


ntmoſt of his power to ſpread the ſavour 
of his goſpel far and wide, to convert men 
from their fins unto Gop, and to aſſiſt ani- 


T Acts xx; 20 *y; $6. _I'v. 29; 3 gs 
« 9 V. 21. | | 


( 54 
mate and comfort chriſtians in the path of 
duty. And then, 


SEconDLY. He tells them after what 
manner he had ſerved the LoRx Dp; what was 


his temper ſpirit and views. — That he wa; 


well inſtructed in the mind and will of his 


divine maſter is not to be queſtioned, His 
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epiſtles, which may be conſider'd as ſo ma- 


ny ſermons preached to the churches, ſuffi- 
ciently ſhew this. But though his know- 


ledge and gifts he received in an extraordi- | 


nary and miraculous way; yet he neglected 45 


not the proper and natural means of im- 


provement, ſuch as reading meditation and 


prayer, as may be gathered from other paſ\- 
ſages of his hiſtory, though not particular: 
ly mentioned here. Knowing thus the wil! 
of his maſter, he ſet himſelf diligently to 


them night and day with tears}. And he 
ſhewed theſe elders to whom he was now 
Act n. 18. F v. 20. f. 1, 


conform to it. He was with them a , 
ſeaſons . He taught them publickly, and 
from houſe to houſe +. He ceaſed not to warn 
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anddreſiing himſelf, how that /aboring *, as 
Sc had done, they ought to ſupport the 
Peak. — His fidelity alſo in his maſter's ſer- 
ice was no leſs remarkable. Faithful he 
Was to the inſtructions he had received from 


bim, not Hunning to declare all the counſel of 


| God +, Faithful he was to thoſe committed 


to bis care, avarning every one of them, and 


$reping back nothing that was profitable to 
them ft. And faithful he was likewiſe to 
the conſciences of all men; ſo that they 
could brar him record, that he was ure from 


their 4/ood&.—Chearful and diſintereſted 


he was alſo in his maſter's work, encoura- 

ging himſelf therein not with the proſpect 
of worldly gain, but with the noble ſatis- 
faction of doing good, and the pleaſing 
hope of being acknowledged and rewarded 
by CnRISTH another day. To which pur- 
poſe he tells them, that they were his wit- 
neſſes, that he had covered no man's ſilver or 
geld, or apparel, yea that his own hands had 
minifter'd unto his necefſitics, and to them that 
ere with him ||; that he had /abored to 
EF * Aﬀtsv. 35. f v. 27 f v. 31. 20.4 v. 26. 
xx. 33, 34. | 


E. 
- 


fas port the weak ; that he had been of the“ 
ſame mind with him in whoſe cauſe he wa 
embarked, ha t it is more bleſſed to give thay) 
to receive *- and that his heart was foe 1 
upon his work, that he did not count his % 

dear to him, fo that he might finiſh his cu), 
abi joy, and the miniſiry which he had n. 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teflify the goſpe! if , 
the grace of God +, —His humility alſo he re. 
minds them of: that he had ſerved the Levy, | 
not with vanity affectation and pride, but 
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vit hᷣ all humility of mind, with ſobriety, low. 
lineſs, and condeſcenſion; remembring f 
that though it was an honourable office he 
held, yet he was a ſervant, that though lie 18 
was poſſeſſed of abilities ſuperior to others, 
yet that theſe he had received, and that 
whatever ſucceſs he had met with it was of Þ 
Gop. In one word, for their imitation, as 
well as in vindication of his own upright- 
neſs, he omits not to mention his conſtancy | 
and perſeverance in the ſervice of Ci r1s7, | 
At Epheſus as well as other places he had | 
met with various diſcouragements both out- 


Acts v. 35. Þ v. 34. 
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Ward and inward ; he had ſhed many tears, 
1 nd endured many temptations, Yet from 
q e firſt day he came among them to the 
moment he was by providence called away 
2 them, he had continued to ſerve the 
Lord, and not ceaſed day or night to labor 
Farneſtly to promote their good. And 
: hough he now ſaw that bonds and afflictions 
waited him, yet none of theſe things moved 
him: no, nor did the proſpect of death 
Stſelf, tremendous as the very idea of it 
might ſeem, ſhake his reſolution, He was 
Tontent, yea he counted it his honor, to 
fall a ſacrifice in this the beſt and nobleſt 
Frauſe in the world; only praying that he 
might paſs out of life, in the triumphant ex- 
kreiſe of that hope which the goſpel of IE- 


sus inſpires“. 
2 

9 

; 


THvs you ſee the apoſtle offers his own 
example to theſe miniſters of the church of 
Epheſus, for their imitation, Nor was 
3 | there, as I ſaid before, any indecency in 
it; fince he held a ſuperior ſtation in the 


Acts XX, 23, 24. 
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fuß port the weak ; that he had been of the 
ſame mind with him in whoſe cauſe he wa 
e tha t it is more bleſſed to give 194 - 
to receive“; and that his heart was ſo {| 
upon his work, that he did not count his I, 
dear to him, fo that he might finiſh his cos 
evith joy, and the miniſiry which he had 1. | 3 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teflify the goſpel if Þ 
the grace of God f. —His humility alſo he re. 
minds them of: that he had /erwved the Lord, 
not with vanity affectation and pride, but 
<vith all humility of mind, with ſobriety, low. 
lineſs, and condeſcenfion ; remembrins “ 
that though it was an honourable office he 
held, yet he was a ſervant, that though he | 
was poſſeſſed of abilities ſuperior to others, | 
yet that theſe he had received, and that i 
whatever ſucceſs he had met with it was of | 
Gop. In one word, for their imitation, as 
well as in vindication of his own upright- 
neſs, he omits not to mention his conſtancy | 


and perſeverance in the ſervice of Cur157, Foe 
At Epheſus as well as other places he had | : Eph 
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met with various diſcouragements both out- l thel 
Acts v. 35. + v. 34. it; 
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f yard and inward; he had ſhed many Zrars, 
| nd endured many temptations, Yet from 
the firſt day he came among them to the 
moment he was by providence called away 
om them, he had continued to ſerve the 
Tondp, and not ceaſed day or night to labor 
Sarneſtly to promote their good. And 
: hough he now ſaw that bonds and affiifions 
I zwwaited him, yet none of theſe things moved 
Him: no, nor did the proſpe& of death 
itſelf, tremendous as the very idea of it 
might ſeem, ſhake his reſolution, He was 
ent yea he counted it his honor, to 
Fall a ſacrifice in this the beſt and nobleſt 
Y auſe in the world; only praying that he 
might paſs out of life, in the triumphant ex- 
kreiſe of that hope which the goſpel of IE- 

Te inſpires*, 


a Tavs you ſee the apoſtle offers his own 
example to theſe miniſters of the church of 
: Epheſus, for their imitation. Nor was 
2 there, as I ſaid before, any indecency in 
it; ſince he held a ſuperior ſtation in the 
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449 
church of Gop, was divinely inſpired, and 
had ſuch an intereſt in their affections a 
very well intitled him to this freedom. 


AND now, my brother, from his exam. 
ple thus drawn ont to our view by himſelf, 
and urged upon us, as I may ſay, with hi 


dying lips, let us take our inſtructions and] 
motives to the duties of that ſacred office Þ 


we have taken upon us. Allow me then 


I. To remind you of the ſervice itſelf Ke 


required of a chriſtian miniſter in this 
ſtation ; And 


II. To ſhew you after what manner it 
Jtoald be performed, ſuggeſting as I go 
along the proper motives to animate us to 
the ſeveral parts of our duty. 


I. As to the ſervice itſelf you owe your 
maſter. It is required of you, 


. To preach the word, that is, the doc- 


trines and duties of natural and revealed 
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tcl;gion, which I need not ſtay here parti- 
cularly to recite, as you have yourſelf now 
: made ſo good a confeſſion of them. Theſe 
þ vou are to explain defend and improve, ta - 
Yrs your arguments and motives chiefly 
from the ſacred ſcriptures. And in ſo doing, 
let your reaſoning be clear and convincing, 
our illuſtrations apt and ſtriking, your lan- 
3 guage plain and familiar, and your addreſ- 
ſes ſerious and pathetic. Aim, not to amuſe 
but to inſtruct; not to touch the paſſions 
3 : hang but to reach the conſcience. And if 
| vou would ſucceed in both theſe, you muſt 
J mpport what you ſay with clear evidence 
$ 3 divine authority, and labor by all poſſi- 
ble means to get at the hearts and feelings 
of thoſe who hear you. Inſiſt chiefly on 
5 ach ſubjects as are of the greateſt import- 
ance, omitting nothing that is for edifica- 
tion. Treat doctrines practically, and du- 
: ties evangelically. Adapt your diſcourſes 
| 3 to every poſſible caſe; at the ſame time 
keeping the particular miſtakes of indivi- 
N duals out of your view. Aim at variety; 
; I and yet let not method give way to decla- 
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mation. Study your ſubject accurately; 
yet if poſſible diſcourſe upon it freely. En- 
ter yourſelf into the ſpirit of it, and be not 
content unleſs others feel it with you, 
Speak as in the preſence of Gop, and as 
one who remembers he 1s to give an account, 
In a word, let your preaching be preceded 
and followed with your earneſt cries to 
heaven for ſucceſs. —And now, after what 
hath been thus ſaid concerning public in- 
ſtruction, I ſhall only add as to public 
prayer, which yet is a very important 
branch of religious worſhip, that freedom, 
variety, ſome regard to method, and above 
all fervency, will be of eminent uſe to 
render it acceptable and profitable. 


2. As an Elder of this chriſtian church you 
are to adminiſter ordinances. Theſe are 


Baptiſm and the Loxp's ſupper, of which 


it will ſuffice to ſay, that as they are poſi- 
tive inſtitutions, ſo you are to attend ſtrictly 
to the directions which CarisT hath given 
concerning them; and as they are inſtituted 
for ſpiritual and religious purpoſes, ſo you 
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n 
are to adminiſter them with a ſeriouſneſs, 
aſfection, and cheerfulneſs, ſuited to their 
ſolemnity, importance and expreſſiveneſs. 
It is alſo the office of an Elder (though 
you are not at preſent called to the exer- 
ciſe of this particular branch of duty, it 
being your happineſs to ſerve your maſter 
in connexion with an honored and affectio— 


nate parent,) I ſay it is the office of an 
Elder or Biſhop, 


3. To preſide in the houſe of Gop. 
Scripture deſcribes a perſon of this charac- 
ter as a Ruler *, as one ſet over the church +, 
and to whom is intruſted zhe care of it}. 
Not that miniſters have an authority to 
enact new laws, or to govern arbitrarily 
and independently of the people.—No, 
their office is to explain the laws of CHRIS, 
to preſide in the diſcipline of the church, 
and in a due and orderly manner to execute 
thoſe commands which are clearly laid down 
in the word of Gop relative to it. As 
therefore the people are required to pay a 


* Heb. xili. 7. + 1 Theſ. v. 12. 1 Tim. iii. 5. 
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( 62 ) 
becoming reſpect to their miniſters as rulers ; 
ſo miniſters are forbid to lord it over Gop's 
heritage. Learn then from the ſacred re- 
cords how you are to behave yourſelf 1n the 
houſe of Gop. When you ſhall be called 
to preſide in this chriſtian church (which! 
pray Gop may be yet many years) let your 
deportment be in every reſpect agreeable 
to the importance of this ſtation. Ru? 
avell ; ſo will you be accounted worthy of 
double honor *, Upon you it will lie princi- 
pally to inquire into the ſlate and charac- 
ter of thoſe who are admitted to the com- 
munion of the church; to ſee that juſtice 
1s done thoſe who are cenſured by it, or 
excluded from it; and to maintain peace, 
order, and purity. All which, I need not 
tell you, will require prudence and ſteadi- 
neſs, gravity and meekneſs, impartiality 


and tenderneſs. 'The other branch of your 
office I ſhall mention, 1s 


4. THaT of private inſtruction, re- 
proof, and exhortation. The apoſtle tells the 


1 Tim, v. 17. 
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3 @ Epheſians, as you have ſeen, that he had 


F taught them from houſe to heuje, and warned 
every one of them night and day*. Not that 


* -inifters are to ſpend the whole of their 


ume in viſiting the people: for that would 
preclude other more important and neceſ- 
| ſary means of ſerving their real intereſts, 
Prudence muſt direct here, and matters of 
leſs conſequence give way to thoſe of greater 
moment. Friendly interviews even in an 
occaſional way, may, if properly managed, 
ſubſerve very valuable purpoſes. A point 
however ſhould be made of viſiting the 


ſick, ſtepping in to the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
who are under any particular calamity, and 
eſpecially of warning ſuch as we ſee expoſed 


to temptation, or out of the way of their 


Tavs have I touched upon the ſeveral 
duties of the miniſterial office. I come now 


Il. To ſhew you more particularly after 
what manner they are to be diſcharged, 
and the motives you have to quicken and 

* Tim. xx. 31. 
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becoming reſpect to their miniſters as rulers ; 
ſo miniſters are forbid to lord it over Gop's 
heritage. Learn then from the ſacred re- 
cords how you are to behave yourſelf in the 
houſe of Gop. When you ſhall be called 
to preſide in this chriſtian church (which I 
pray Gop may be yet many years) let your 
deportment be in every reſpe& agreeable 
to the importance of this ſtation. Rule 
evell ; ſo will you be accounted worthy of 
double honor. Upon you it will lie princi- 
pally to inquire into the ſlate and charac- 
ter of thoſe who are admitted to the com- 
munion of the church; to ſee that juſtice 
1s done thoſe who are cenſured by it, or 
excluded from it ; and to maintain peace, 
order, and purity. All which, I need not 
tell you, will require prudence and ſteadi- 
neſs, gravity and meekneſs, impartiality 


and tenderneſs. 'The other branch of your 
office I ſhall mention, is 


4. THaT of private inſtruction, re- 
proof, and exhortation. The apoſtle tells the 
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| 1 as you have ſeen, that he had 
: taught them from houſe to heuje, and warned 
every one of them night and day*, Not that 
iniſters are to ſpend: the whole of their 
ume in viſiting the people: for that would 
| preclude other more important and neceſ- 
| fary means of ſerving their real intereſts, 
Prudence muſt direct here, and matters of 
leſs conſequence give way to thoſe of greater 
moment. Friendly interviews even in an 
E occaſional way, may, if properly managed, 
' ſubſerve very valuable purpoſes. A point 
kowever ſhould be made of viſiting the 
ſick, ſtepping in to the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
who are under any particular calamity, and 
eſpecially of warning ſuch as we ſee expoſed 


to temptation, or out of the way of their 
duty. 


AUP AGES heed 


Tus have I touched upon the ſeveral 
duties of the miniſterial office. I come now 


II. To ſhew you more particularly after 
what manner they are to be diſcharged, 
and the motives you have to quicken and 

1 Tim, xx. 31. 


— — — —— ——ů — 


( 64 ) 
animate you in your work. You are 2 


ſerwant of CHRIST. As ſuch therefore it 
becomes you, 


* 


1. To be ſolicitouſly concerned to ko your 
maſter's will. The reaſonableneſs and import. 
ance of this muſt appear to every one at firſt 
view. He who undertakes any ſervice for ano- 
ther, to which through ignorance and want of 
abilities he is totally unequal, acts a weak 
and unworthy part. And it is greatly to 
be lamented, that too many who have the 


ſlendereſt pretences to either knowledge or 


gifts for the miniſtry, do vainly intrude 
themſelves into the ſacred office, and bring 
great diſhonour upon it. But this, Sir, 15 
not your character. Vet whatever abilities 
Gop has bleſſed you with, if you ſerve 
him as you ought, 1t will be your concern 


to cultivate and improve them. Every 


kind of knowledge is uſeful to a miniſter. 
Natural knowledge is ſo; efpecially thoſe 
branches of it which enable him to conſult 
the ſacred ſcriptures in the language wherein 
they were wrote; to enter inte the reaſon- 
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© ings, maxims, and principles upon which 


| 


mankind act; and to illuftrate and defend 
the doctrines, prophecies, hiſtories, and 
miracles of the bible. Get as much of this 


knowledge therefore as you can: and fail 


not to apply it to the great purpoſes of 
religion. Yet beware that theſe ſtudies do 
not engroſs too much of your time, and 
that you arp not vain of the acquiſitions you 


make. 


Bur what I would more earneſtly recom- 


mend, is an impravement in divine know- 


| * ledge; in the knowledge of Gop and his 


will, of CaurisT and the way of ſalvation 
by him, and of mankind and their moſt 
important intereſts. To this end ſtudy the 


volume of nature and providence: here 


E you will find rich entertainment, and be 


furniſhed with many uſeful materials for 
public and private inſtruction. But eſpe- 
cially ſtudy the bible. Let that be ever 
near you, in your heart, and in your mouth. 
Endeavour to get a clear juſt and ſatisfaftory 
view of the great truths it contains, their 


— AWE. 


nature, evidence, connection, importanes, 
and uſe. Appollos was mighty in the ſcriptures, 
And he that will be 2 avorkman that need:, 
not to be aſhamed, muſt be expert in -e wort 
of truth, and know how rightly to divide it. 
Give attendance therefore to reading. Meditat 
on theſe things. Give yourſelf wholly to then, 
that your profiting may appear to all f. And 
let me remind you of what I am well per. 
ſwaded you are ſenſible, that an exact juſt 
and critical knowledge of the ſcriptures 
will be of little avail either to your 
comfort or uſefulneſs, if it be not experi- 
mental and practical. Study therefore your 
own heart. Labor to come at a thorough 
acquaintance with yourſelf. Knowledge 
thus derived from the bible and experience, 
will be of the greateſt uſe to you in your 
maſter's ſervice. It will enable you to 
inſtruct others with a clearneſs, evidence, 
authority, and affection, that nothing elſe 
can do. We ſpeak that ewe do know, and 
teſtify that aue have ſeen 9d. What is a miniſter 


Acts xviii. 24. f2 Tim. ii. 15, f x Tim, 
iv. 13. 15. John, iii. 11. 


eller 


4 7 
of the fineſt natural abilities, and of the 
moſt extenſive acquired knowledge, if he be 
defective here! And need I add the great 
importance of daily imploring divine in- 
ſtruction? 1F any man lack wiſdom (and 
ſurely this is the grand object with a ſervant 
of CHRIST) /et him aſk it of God the father 
of lights, and of the ſpirit of illumination“. 


Have your eye continually upon your ma- 
ſter, and your ear ever open to his com- 


Led. 


mands, ſaying, Lord, what I ſee not teach 


thou me t. To knowledge ſhould be ad- 


2. Fidelity. For to what purpoſe is it that 
a ſervant knows his maſter's will, if he be 
void of integrity, conſcience, and good 
faith? Of your uprightneſs, Sir, I am well 
fatisfied : yet it behoves me to remind you 
of this, as it is one of the moſt eminent 
qualifications. of a ſervant.— Here then I 
would exhort you, my brother, to that 
faithfulneſs you owe to yourſelf in your pri- 
vate capacity as a chriſtian. Take heed to 

Jam. i. 5. 7 Job xxxiv. 32, 
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your religion, that it be ſincere and genu- 
ine, lively and prevalent. Tis not ſufficient 
that your morals only are good, which is 
indeed a matter indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
your comfort, reputation, and uſefulneſs; 
but it ſhould be your great concern that 
your heart is right with Gop. Examin: 
your/elf therefore frequently auhether you be 
in the faith *. Aim to live under the in- 
fluence of the truths you preach. And let 
not the perſonal duties incumbent on you 
as a chriſtian, be ſuperſeded by thoſe of 
your relative and public character. Miniſ- 
ters have ſouls to be ſaved as well as the 
people committed to their care. Tis there- 
fore ſad indeed when they have cauſe to 
lament, that whilſt they have kept the vine- 
yards of others, their own hath been neg- 
lected +. And it is ſtill more dreadful when 
like Bellerophon, of whom the poets ſpeak, 
they themſelves carry the news of their own 
approaching condemnation. *« I verily be- 
Heve, ſays an antient writer, that few mi- 
niſters will be ſaved”. Gop forbid this 
* 2 Cor. xiii. 5. + Sol, Song, i. 6, 
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ſhould be the caſe! Yet the very apprehen- 
fon of it ſhould excite us to watchfulneſs 
and circumſpection.— Be faithful alſo to 
yourſelf in your public as well as private 
capacity. Look well to your aims and 


views in the diſcharge of your work; that 


you are not governed by worldly principles 
either of honor or profit; that you do 207 


preach yourſelf ; and that you covet not any 


| mar'; filver or gold or apparel : but that you 
are aftuated by a concern for your maſter's 
glory, and the welfare of immortal ſouls. 


| : —See that you faithfully uſe the talents 
with which Gop has intruſted you in his 


i ſervice, not ſlothfully concealing them in 


indolence, nor yet inconſiderately waſting 


them upon purſuits, wholly foreign to your 


office and character as a miniſter of CHRIST. 


| —Be faithful to the light and knowledge 


you have received, or may receive; net 
Hunning to declare the whole counſel of God, ſo 
far as you are ſatisfied concerning it, and 
keeping back nothing that may be profitable 
to thoſe who hear you. And in one word, 
make a point of it to deal faith fully and 


5 

uprightly with the conſciences of men. 
Tell them plainly their undone condition 
by nature, and the only way of ſalvation 
by JIEsus CHRIST. To you, as a ſervant 
of CHRISHT, is committed the avord of reconci- 
liation e wherefore pray men in Chriſt's flead 
to be reconciled to God *. Do not dare to 
flatter the vices of any; nor ſuffer your- 
ſelf to be deterred from the ſteady diſcharge 
of your duty by any worldly conſiderations 
whatſoever : but by manifeſtation of the truth, 
commend yourſelf to every man's conſcience in tht 
fight of God f. So will you be able to ſay 
with the apoftle at the cloſe of your miniſ- 
try, I take you to record this day, that I an 
pure from the blood of all men, 


Now in order to excite you to all duc 
fidelity in your work, reflect frequently on 
your ſolemn engagements to the maſter you 
have the honor to ſerve. Think with your- 
ſelf how much your comfort and your uſe- 
fulneſs depend on your faithfulneſs. Con- 
ſtant and uniform integrity of conduct will 

* Cor. v. 19, 20. iv. 2. 
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ſecure you the eſteem and regard of thoſe 
around you; and a conſciouſneſs of 
your own upright views will give you bold- 
neſs, and carry you through difficulties and 
reproaches that in ſome inſtances would 
otherwiſe be hardly ſurmountable. Set 
before you the many examples of fidelity 
you have upon divine record. Moſes was 
Faithful in all his houſe as a ſervant *. Jere- 
miah by his integrity became. as a fenced 
braxen wall ; fo that they who fought againſt 
him prevailed not, God being with him +. 
In ike manner CHRIST alſo was faithful to 
him that appointed him t. And to theſe con- 
ſiderations add that of the laſt ſolemn ac- 
count you are to give to your maſter ; and 
which our Saviour himſelf repreſents in a 
yery ſtriking manner in the parable of the 
talents h. Thus as ſervants it is required 
of us that we are faithful, 


Bur ſince there are hurtful and dange- 
rous extremes into which even faithfulneſs, 
* Heb. iii. 5. f Jer. xv. 20. 4 Heb. iii. 2. 


6 | 
or however a pretence to it, ſometimes hur- 
ries men ; let me recommend to you, 


3. Prudence. This is a virtue of very great 
importance to perſons of every character 
and condition of life, but eſpecially to mi- 
niſters who are placed in ſtations of ſo pub- 
lic a nature, as neceſſarily lead them into 
numerous connexions, and draw upon them 
the attention of all around them. Be abi 


a, ſerpents *, ſaid our ſaviour to his diſci- 


ples. Some men of upright minds and of 
good abilities too, have through 1mpru- 
dence rendered their own lives very uncom- 
fortable to them, hurt themſelves in the 
opinion of their people, greatly hindered 
if not wholly prevented their uſefulneſs, 
and in ſome inſtances kindled flames in 
communities, that it hath not been in their 
power quickly to extinguiſh, Diſcretion 
therefore 1s not only ornamental and com- 
mendable, but important and neceſſary. It 
is ſo in many inſtances which time will not 
allow me now particularly to recite. Some 
* Mat. x. 16. 
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however I muſt mention; and if theſe ſhoul& 
any of them be thought trifling in them- 
{clves, I ſhall be forgiven, as upon reflex- 
ion it will perhaps be found, that matters 
of a trivial nature to appearance, are many 
times the principal objects of prudence, 


LzT it be your concern to ab/7ain not 
$ from evil itſelf only, but from the appearance 
of it“. He who will admit of no diſtinc- 
tion between what 1s lawful and what is 
expedient; and who, under a pretence of 
not violating any dire& precept, allows 
himſelf in what cuſtom hath at all made in- 
decent, is, to ſay the beſt of him (eſpeci- 
ally if he be a miniſter) a very incvnſide- 
rate and fooliſh man. Though a gloomy mo- 
roſeneſs and ſeverity of manners 1s as un- 
worthy a ſervant of Jesus as another man; 
yet there is ſurely a dignity of conduct that 
ought always to diſtinguiſh his behaviour. 
Mingle decency therefore with all your 
pleaſantneſs, and let your amuſements be 
no affront to your underſtanding, any more 
. © x The, v. 23. 
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(74:7 
than your religion. Be prudent in the ma- 
nagement of your temporal affairs; that 
you may if poſſible be charitable without 
being unjuſt, and make a decent and re- 
ſpectful appearance without incurring the 
charge of extravagance. While you pre- 
ſerve a becoming ſuperiority to the petu- 
lant and obſtinate humours of ſome, think 
it not beneath you to accommodate yourſelf 
to the weakneſſes of others. Your dreſs, 
your carriage, your very language, may 
have an effect in ſome inſtances to win the 
regards of your people. The apoſtle, in 
matters that were indifferent, became all 
things to all, that he might ſave ſome *. nor 
yet let your readineſs to oblige degenerate 
into ſervility. Viſit your people ; but not 
too frequently. Converſe freely and chear- 
fully with them ; but let no ill-natured re- 
flexions on other men's characters make 
any part of the entertainment. Be ready 
to adviſe them on all occaſions ; but enter 
as little as poſſible into their private and 
temporal concerns. Labor to promote 

® x Cor. ix. 22. | 
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| peace; but think not yourſelf always the 


fitteſt perſon to interpoſe in differences. 


| | Preſerve order in the houſe of Gop ; but 
be not fond of bringing thither every tri- 
© fling diſpute. Speak to men's conſciences 


from the pulpit 1n general ; but tell them 
not thus publicly their private faults, 
Look well to the characters of thoſe admit- 


ted into your church: and mingle tender- 


neſs with all your faithfulneſs towards thoſe 


| who fall under the dealings of it. Ina 
word, never covet to be thought by your 


3 people infallible ; nor yet give them cauſe 
= to conſider you as weak and imprudent. — 


Prudence thus guiding your ſteps, you will 


not only prevent many occaſions of uneaſi- 
neſs to yourſelf and others, but ſecure a 


kind of reſpe& that will contribute greatly 
to your uſefulneſs. 


Nox yet will all the prudence, caution, 
and addreſs in the whole world, enable a 
man to excuſe or conceal flothfulneſs, I 


go on therefore to exhort you, 
k 


„ 

4. To diligence, They greatly miſtake 
the matter, who look upon the miniſtry a 
an indolent kind of employment. It may 
be ſo to thoſe, who think they have dif- 
charged all the duties of it, when they 
have filled up two or three hours of one day 
in the week, with ſome general talk upon 
ſubjects they have not ſtudied or taken any 
pains about; and thrown away the other 
days in idle and fruitleſs viſits from houſe 
to houſe. But I am ſure, if it be duly and 
conſcientiouſly attended to, it will be found 
to be a very painful and laborious ſervice, 
It is a ſervice that requires the vigorous ex- 
ertion of all the powers both of the mind 
and the body. The doctrines of natural 
and revealed religion are various, and ſome 
of them perhaps difficult to be apprehen- 
ded: a miniſter therefore of underſtanding 
and integrity as he would be glad to get a 
clear and juſt view of them, for his own 
ſatisfaction, and that he may be able to 
inſtru& others in them, ſo he muſt take 
Pains to that end. . Chriſtian morality and 
caſuiſtry is a ſcience of no ſmall uſe to 


„ 

Lim, whoſe office it is to teach others their 
duty ; but being full of intricacies and 
knotty queſtions, it requires a great deal of 
attention and reading, to enable a man 
properly to ſolve them. And above all, as 
the grand object of preaching 1s the con- 
verting men from their ſins, and the ſaving 
their ſouls ; ſo to deal properly with their 
underſtandings, conſciences, and paſſions, 
on theſe intereſting matters, makes ſtudy 
and preparation, in a dependance upon a 
ſuperior influence, of very great import- 
ance, Now how can an indolent man ex- 
pect to ſucceed in regard of either of theſe 
objects, or in the purſuit of any other 
branch of learning? Study he muſt, if he 
be wife and knowing ; for knowledge is 
not now to be had by inſpiration. And 
much ſtudy, the wiſeſt of mere men hath told 
us, is 4 evearineſs of the fleſh *. Many a 
healthful conſtitution has been pull d down 
by intenſe application this way. And then 
the various other ſervices to which a miniſ- 
ter is called at home and abroad, in the 


*Eccleſ. xii. 12. 


LP 
houſe of Gop and in the world, in his own 


congregation and in thoſe with which he 
ſtands connected; ſervices regular and oc- 


caſional; and which I have not time now 


to enumerate, all ſhew the neceſſity of di- 
ligence and activity. Hence they who ſuſ— 
tain this ſacred character, are deſcribed in 
ſcripture, as workmen, labourers, ſoldiers, 
and racers. 


Now, my Brother, if you would be a work- 
man that needeth not to be aſhamed, a ſer- 
vant that approves himſelf to his maſter, be 
diligent. Neglect not the giſt that is in you?, 
Wrap not up your talent in a napkin, hut 
uſe it. Do not fly back from ſtudy, becauſe 
it is painful, Do not lay aſide reading, 
from a vain apprehenſion that you know 
enough. Do not negle& compoſition, thro' 
a pretence of regard to the divine influence, 
Our maſter ſays to us in regard of the duties 


of our office, as he does to private chriſti- 


ans in regard of the buſineſs of their ſalva- 
tion, wwork out your miniſtry, <vith fear and 
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trembling ; for it is God æubo worketh in you to 
will and to do after his good pleaſure *. Be 
ever either planning ſome ſcheme for the 
honor of CHRIST and the good of men, or 
carrying it into execution: ever engaged 
in ſome uſeful ſervice either directly or in- 
directly, privately or publicly, Be inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, ex- 
bort f. The apoſtle was ævith the Epheſians 
at all ſeaſons, and ceaſed not day. or night to 
purſue the grand object of doing good. 
And would you be thus diligent ? Let me 
admoniſh you to watch carefully againſt all 
lets or hindrances to your duty, and againſt 
all temptations outward and inward. Ex- 
tangle yourſelf as little as may be <vith the 
affairs of this life ft. Be temperate in the uſe 
of worldly things 5. And let the prudence 
1 have been recommending aid your zeal, 
by enabling you ſo to lay your ſchemes, and 
ſo to diſpoſe your time, that you may do a 
great deal in a little time. 


„ * Phil. i. 12, 13. T2 Tim. iv. 2. 12 Tim. 
. 4. § Tit, * 8. 
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Ax p now to animate you my Brother to 
diligence, what a prodigious variety of ar- 
guments might I collect? Indeed they are 
ſo numerous that I cannot even mention 
them all. Of a few however I muſt remind 
you;—Think then of the importance of 
your work. There is none like it. It hath 
for its object what coft the ſon of Gop his 
moſt precious blood, even the ſalvation of 
the immortal foul. Should not the thought 
enflame our breaſts with unceaſing ardor ?— 
Think of the ſhortneſs of your time. The 
day with you, with us all, will ſoon be 
ſpent; and rhe night cometh when no man 
can work *, An argument this which hath 
its effect with ſatan to make him diligent); 
and why not with us? He hath great wrath, 
becauſe he hath but a Sport time f. Think of 
the aſſiſtance that is promiſed you. You 
are a worker together with GOD I. His 
grace is ſufficient for jou F. And Ho he is 
wwith you alway ||. O animating conſider- 
ation!—In one word, amidſt all the toll 


john ix. iv. + Rev. xii. 12. 4 2 Cor. 
vi. 1. § 2 Cor, Xll, 9, || Mat. xxvill. ult. 
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you endure, think of the reſt and happineſs 
that ſhall quickly ſucceed to it. Lying in 
the Lord whom you ſerve, you all ref? from 
your /abors, and your works ſhall follow 
you*, And now this leads me to recom- 
mend what is of no ſmall importance to 
excite us to diligence ; that 1s 


5. Chearfulneſs. The ſervices of a ſlave may 
indeed turn to ſome account ; but they 
will neither be performed ſo well, nor will 
they be ſo acceptable as thoſe of a free man, 
a ſervant of a free lively temper, and whoſe 
heart is in his maſter's work. He who 
does any buſineſs through mere neceſſity, 
will feel double pain in doing it; will care 
not how it is done, ſo it be but done; and 
will give himſelf little trouble about the 
ſucceſs of it, provided he may eſcape the 
puniſhment of abſolutely neglecting it. 
And of what worth, of what utility is ſuch 
a perſon's ſervice either to himſelf or others? 
On the contrary, he who does his duty, not 
grudgingly but of a willing mind, not out 


Rev. xiv. 13. 
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of conſtraint but love to his maſter; though 
his ſtrength be ſmall and his abilities ſlender, 
he will do it with much greater alertneſs, 
and with much happier ſucceſs, than a per- 
ſon of the contrary character, though en- 
dowed with twice his abilities. It may be 
ſaid of ſuch an one as the apoſtle declares 
of a charitable man, zhe Lerd l:werth a chear- 
ful ſervant “. Be therefore, my brother, 
chearful in your work: both your comfort 
and ſucceſs, under God, depends much 
upon it. 


I x xow indeed that miniſters often meet 
with many things to damp their ſpirits and 
ſadden their hearts; trials, even the diſ- 
tant apprehenſion of which is enough to 
produce this effect in a degree. And were 
I difpoſed to draw a gloom over your mind 
on this chearful occaſion, I might tell you 
of the difficulty and painfulneſs of the 
work itſelf in every branch of it ; of the 
great variety of frames both of body and 
mind to which minifters are liable as well 


9 Cor. ix. 7. 
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as other men; of the hidings of Gop's 
face which they ſometimes endure ; of the 
oppoſition they meet with from the declared 
enemies of religion, and even at times 
from their very friends; and, what is par- 
ticularly to be lamented, of the grievous 
diſappointment that often attends their la- 
bors. If it were fit, I ſay, to caſt a gloom 
on your mind, I might call up all theſe ſal 
ſcenes to your view. But fill you have 
cauſe to be chearful, and it is upon the 
whole your duty to be fo, however under 
ſome particular circumſtances it may be 
nearly impoſſible. 


ALLo w me then juſt to mention in this 


place a ſew among other powerful means to 
excite and promote chearfulneſs in your 
work. Labor to come at a full ſatisfaction 
in your own breaſt, that you do ingenuouſly 
and affectionately love your maſter. This 
will have an amazing effect to make you 
ſuperior to difficulties. —Eye the hand of 
Gop in calling you into his ſervice, and 
fing you in the particular ſituation you 
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are. This will give you courage, and rg. 
concile you to ſome unpleaſing circumſtan. 
ces you may meet with.—Lookx now and 
then upon this and the other ſeal of your 
miniſtry, The fight will chear your ſpirit 
and gladden your heart. —Think frequent- 
ly with yourſelf who it is you ſerve, not an 
arbitrary tyrannical ſevere maſter, but a 
maſter infinitely kind compaſſionate and 
good. A maſter who knows your frame 
and remembers you are duſt; is ſenſible 
of your weakneſſes and infirmities, and 
makes all tender allowances for them ; and 
who as he pities you, is ever ready alſo to 
ſupport aid and ſtrengthen you. This con- 
ſideration, that the grace of Gop was ſuffi 
cient for him, made the apoſtle glory in in- 
firmities *, I will add to this the thinking 
often of the wages your maſter has promiſed 
you; ſuch wages as all the monarchson earth 
cannot give their fervants ; wages on which 
you may ſubſiſt comfortably now, and on 
which you ſhall live happy and glorious to 
all eternity. With what chearfulneſs will 
1 2, Cor. Xii. g. 
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it inſpite your heart to realize the day, 
when the bleſſed Jesvs whom you ſerve 
ſhall congratulate you, on your having by 
the grace of Gop acquitted yourſelf faith- 
fully in his ſervice ; and ſhall ſay to you in 
the preſence of angels and men, and of this 
flock over whom you are now made an 
overſeer, Well done good and faithful ſervant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord! ® 


Bur it is very poſſible miniſters may, 
amidſt ſuch pleaſing reflections and ſuch 
joyful proſpects, grow vain ; permit me 
now then to exhort you, my Brother, to 
what is particularly mentioned in the words 
firſt read, and that is, 


6. To ſerve the LoR D with all humility 
F mind. By humility I mean not an affected 
ignorance of any advantages you may en- 
joy above others, or a voluntary mortifica- 
tion of habit, language or manners : but 
ſuch a ſobriety of temper as ſtands oppoſed 
to haughtineſs and pride, conceit and ſelf- 


* Mat. XXV. 21. 


ſuſſiciency; a humility that is accompanied 
with candor and charity, with meekneſs and 
condeſcenſion. Think ſoberiy of yourſelf a; 
you og to think*., Be ſenfible of your 
imperfection and liableneſs to err. Take 
heed how you entertain the moſt diſtant idea 
of merit in your ſervices: be rather abaſed 
in the fight of your maſter, and ſenſible 
that you are after all an unprofitable ſer- 
vant. Depart frem me, O Lord, ſaid Peter, 
for J am a ſinful man f. Beware how you 
rely on your own ſtrength ; on the contra- 
ry, humbly. expect all that afliſtance you 
need in your work, from the ſpirit and grace 
of Gop. Exait not yourſelf above your 
fellow ſervants ; or if you are at any time 
tempted to this, think of thoſe amiable 
qualities in them wherein they excell you. 
Unto me, who am liſi than the leaft of all 
Jaints, ſays the apoſtle, is this grace given, 
that I ſhould preach the unſearchable riches of 
Cbriſt t. Nor yet carry it haughtily towards 
any committed to your care; no not to the 
weakeſt, or on ſome accounts the moſt 
Rom. xii. 3. I Luke v. 8. f Eph. iii. 8. 
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contemptible, of your flock. The contra- 
ry temper, in theſe inſtances and many 
others that reaſon and religion dictate, will 
greatly adorn your character, ſecure you 
the eſteem of thoſe to whom you miniſter, 
and gain your inſtructions an eaſy admiſſion 


to their hearts. An arrogant ſelf-conceited 
miniſter, by his ill- treatment of others, not 
only ſnuts himſelf out from thoſe opportu- 
nities of improvement to which humility 
would introduce him; but is ſure to be 
held in ſovereign contempt of moſt diſ- 
cerning perſons whom he would ſeem to 
teach, and to whom he is hereby rendered 
totally incapable of doing good. 


THEY who acquit themſelves at all pro- 
perly in this ſacred profeſſion, have I am 
ſenſible their temptations to vanity. The 
nature of their office, though it challenges 
not that ſort of homage which is the uſual 
perquiſite of wealth and power, 1s never- 
theleſs truly reſpectful and honorable, It 
1s ſo by the appointment of heaven, how- 
ever on the one hand, men of profane 
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minds may deſpiſe it, and the ſuperſtitious 
on the other may unduly revere it. Their 


lar 
abilities likewiſe, if theſe at all exceed an 
what is com mon, are mighty apt to enſnare Ty 
them into a ſecret kind of ſelf-complacency. er 
And if they are ſo happy as to be ſucceſs- 41 
ful, and of conſequence to be beloved and FOR 
careſſed by thoſe to whom they are inſtru- of 
ments of good; there are a thouſand cir- R 
, ; y 
cumſtances which frequently ariſe to ſooth - 
their vanity. * 
. it 
Be therefore, my Brother, on your guard Fe 
againſt theſe temptations. Remember that © 
1 : b — 1 
though your office is honorable, yet you as 
are a ſervant: and it is highly incongruous 3 
ſor a ſervant to be otherwiſe than humble. 5 
Reſie& with yourſelf, that be your talents f 
what they may, they are no other than you p 
have received. *Tis by the grace of Ged you 7 


are wwhat you are“. And keep it ever in 
N mind, that the ſucceſs of your labors de- 
pends infinitely more on the divine influence 
| and blefing, than on your utmoſt pains and 


* 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
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induſtry. To which I would add this con- 
fideration, that in order to preſerve a bal- 
lance in thoſe otherwiſe ſincere and faithful 
miniſters who are yet prone to vanity, Gop 
is often pleaſed, and in great mercy too, to 
exereiſe them with various and peculiar tri- 
als. As you would therefore tender your 
own comfort, honor and uſefulneſs, be ſoli- 
citous to ſerve your maſter with all humili- 
ty of mind. This was a temper that emi- 
nently prevailed in the great apoſtle, whoſe 
example we have before us: and he learned 
it of the bleed Jesus himſelf, who was 
meek and lowly in heart *. Let the ſame mind 
then be in yiu, which was 40% in Chriſt ; 
auh being in the form of God thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with Cod; but made himſelf 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a ſervant, aud was made in the likeneſ; of men: 
and being found in faſhion as a man, he bum- 
Bled himſelf, and became obedient to death, 
even the death of the croſs t. And now, I ſhall 
only add one exhortation more, and that is, 


* Mat, xi, 29, + Phil. ii. f. 8. 
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7, And laſtly, To patients and perſeve. 
rance. Of every faithful miniſter of Curisr 
it may be ſaid, as the apoſtle affirms of him- 
ſelf, that he /erwves his maſter <uith mam) 
tears and tempiations. Tears he finds cauſe 
to ſhed, not on account of outward incon- 


veniencics and miſeries only, to which he 


ſands expoſed in common with the reſt of 
mankind ; and which under particular cir- 
cumſtances of reproach and perſecution may 
be his lot in a greater degree than others: 
but upon conſiderations of a more 1mpor- 
tant nature. It muſt be peculiarly diſtreſſing 
to him, to have a body of fin and death to 
ſtrugg le with, the power and malice of ſa- 
tan to oppoſe, and the withdrawment of 
the divine preſence to deplore. The nature 
of the work in which he is engaged renders 
theſe exerciſes, in that almoſt infinite vari- 
ety of them which I cannot now ſtay to de- 
ſcribe, excecdingly afflictive indeed. Who 
ſo much to be pitied as the man, who while 
he is laboring to animate others to the 
combat, is himſelf nearly borne down, at 
leaſt in his own apprehenſion, with the 
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„ 
violent aſſaults of the enemy? Who while 
he is attempting to adminiſter conſolation 
to others in ſpiritual affliction, is perhaps 
himſelf clad in ſackcloth and bathed in 
tears? Yet, my Brother, though thus taint, 
you muſt purſue ; though thus almoſt ſpent 
and exhauſted, it behoves you to be coura- 
gious. Should you yield, what will be the 
conſequence ? Conſider it well. How wul 
the captain under whoſe banner you. fight 
be diſhonored !—the hearts of thoſe you 
lead on to the battle be difpirited !—and 
the powers of darkneſs triumph ! Remem- 
ber that theſe are trials, which other faith- 
ful miniſters that have gone before you, 
have endured as well as you; that infinite 
wiſdom may have ends the moſt intereſting 
and important to. anſwer thereby ; that the 
Saviour is touched with the feeling of your in- 
firmities *; and that as he pities you and 
prays for you, ſo through his grace you 
ſhall be more than a conqueror over all the 
powers of fin and death. But theſe are 
trials, which however painful and diſtreſſing, 
* Heb. iv. 15. 
M 
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inſtead of inducing miniſters to deſert their 


work, do often prove the means of anima- 
ting them therein. 


THERE are other diſcouragements I muſt 
not forget to apprize you of; I mean ſuch 
as will ariſe from the treatment your miniſ- 
try may poſſibly meet with from ſome at 
leaſt who may attend upon it. You have 
indeed a fair and pleaſing proſpect of com- 
fort as well as uſefulneſs before you. Give 
me leave to congratulate you upon it. A 
proſpe& ariſing both from the unanimity 
and affection with which this numerous 


church hath called you, and the ſucceſs 


that hath already crowned your labors. 
From difficulties however of this kind, in 
a greater or leſs degree, and which are 
common to all the faithful ſervants of 
CHRIST, you muſt not expect to be intirely 
exempted. Nor yet ſhall I enlarge here on 
the paſſions and prejudices, the humors and 
tempers of even ome good men themſelves, 
which may ſometimes make your bed un- 
eaſy to you, But rather would I tell you 
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before hand of the pain you will on ſome 
occaſions feel, for the unſucceſsfulneſs of 
your miniſtry, and for the ſad diſappoint- 
ment your fond hopes will meet with, from 
thoſe who have perhaps bid the faireſt to 
ſhine in their profeſſion. But though you 
are obliged to complain, ſaying, who hath 
believed my report, and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed* ? remember ſuch was 
the lamentation of a prophet in early 
times. And though you have thoſe to re- 
prove, who ſo walk as that they are encmics 
of the croſs of Chriſt; yet reflect with your- 
ſelf that on the like account the great apoſ- 
tle avept before you f. Be your diſcou- 
ragements in a word what they may, 
coldneſs and neglect, ingratitude and want 
of tenderneſs, the apoſtacy of ſome, and 
the cruel abuſe and perſecution of others; 
let however none of theſe things move you, 
neither count your life dear to you, ſo you may 
finiſh your courſe with joy. Conſider the 
apoſtle and high prieſt of your profeſſion, leſi 
you be weary and faint in your mind f. Com- 
IIa. Iiii. 1. + Phil, iii. 18. f Heb. iii. 1, 12+ 2+ 
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mit your cauſe to him; rely on his grace; 
and encourage yourſelf with the happy 
proſpect of the-day that is approaching, 
ohen the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, and you 
ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth nct 


away T 


Thus, my dear Brother, have I laid be. 
fore you the duties, which as a ſervant you 
owe to the Lond rss CuRrisT your 
maſter. And now as theſe exhortations arc 
founded on the example of the great apollle, 
you will allow me, having expreſſed my 
moſt ardent wiſhes for your real honor, 
comfort and ſucceſs, with his words to cloſe 
this plain addreſs. 7 give thee charge, ſays 
he to Timothy, + in the fight of God, who 
quickeneth all things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, 
<who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed the god 
confeſſion 5 that thou keep this commanament 
without ſpot, unrebukeable, until the appearins 
of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, which in his times 
he ſhall ſhew, who is the blefſed and only po- 
tentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lerds; 
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abo only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto, whom 
no man hath ſeen, nor can ſee : to whom be 


honor and povuer e verlaſting. Amen. 
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\ S the part aſſigned me in the ſolemn 
4 ſervice of this day, is to addreſs you, 
my friends, who are the members of this 
chriſtian church; I ſhall ground what I 
nave to offer to your conſideration, on that 
pait of the apoſtle Paul's addreſs. to the 
church at Corinth, which you will find rc- 


corded in 


1 Cor. xvi. 14. LET ALL YOUR THINGS 
BE DONE WITH CHARITY. 


Tun apoſtle having recommended Ti— 
mothy to the affectionate regards of the 
church at Corinth, and informed them of 

N 
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the intention of Apollos to viſit them when 
he ſhould have a convenient time; in the 
verſe before our text he addreſſes them in 
the following ſpirited manner: Vaich ye, 
fland faſt in the faith, quit you like men, le 
flrong. As if he had ſaid, call to mind 
where you are, conſider the nature and 
number of your adverſaries, and be ever 
upon your guard againſt them; let your pro- 
feſs'd attachment to the faith of CHRIST 
be firm and invariable; and quit yourſelves 
as becomes men of judgment and under- 
ſtanding. Be not like children toſſed to 
and fro with every wind of doctrine and 
cunning craitineſs of thoſe who lie in wait 
to deceive; but be ſtrong in the Lox b and 
in the power of his might. And he then 
adds in the words of our text, Let ALL your 
things be done æuith charity. That is, and 
let all that you do in every capacity, all 
you do in the world and in the church, in 
the family and in the cloſet, be done in the 
excrciſe of the moſt unfeigned love. Let 
this celeſtial grace diffuſe its benign influ- 
ence thro' the whole of your conduct. 
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In further diſcourſing upon theſe words, in 
conformity to the nature and deſign of the 
ſervice before me, I ſhall endeavor to ſhew 


I. hat things ſhould be done by thoſe 
who are in a church Rate. 


II. PorxT.out the anner in which they 


ſhould be done. And 


HI. Anvance ſome arguments to iu 
force the practice of them. 


I. I am to ſhew awhat things ſhould 
be done by thoſe who are in a church 
ſtate. 


By being in a church flate I mean being: 
one of a company of profeſt ſaints aſſembled 
together, who have by mutual conſent 
given themſelves to the Loxp and to one 
another according to the will of Gop, and 
ſolemnly engaged to walk together in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord, to his glory and the edification of 
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one another. Now that there are many 


peculiar duties incumbent upon thoſe who 
are thus mutually joined together, is very 


evident from the nature of a religious ſo- 
ciety, the laws by which it is governed, and 
the ends to be anſwered thereby. And th fe 
peculiar duties may I apprehend very pro- 
perly be conſidered either as they relate to 
paſtors and miniſters in the church: or as 
they reſpect the duty of private members 
one to another. 


Give me leave then to ſet before you 
of this ſociety, 1ſt, Some of thoſe things 
which ſhould be done by you, in relation 
to your paſtor and miniſter : And then, 
—2dly, 'To mention to you ſome other 
things which immediately reſpect yourſelves 
as private members of this church. 


As paſtors and miniſters are placed in the 
church by the ordination of Gop, for the 
government and edification of the com 
munity; ſo there are undoubtedly many 
things to be done by thoſe who are in 2 


303 
private capacity in the church, in relation 
to their miniſters in particular; and in 


the practice of Which it is their indiſpen- 
ſable duty to be found. It is their duty 
particularly, 


1. To know them. This is what our apoſtle 
earneſtly intreated of the church at Theſ- 
ſalonica. And abe beſecch you brethrin 10 
know them which labor among you, and are 
over yon in the Lord, and admoniſh you.* 
By which more is intended than barely 
a knowledge of their perſons, or a regard 
for them as chriſtians ; for that knowledge 
of them which is here recommended by the 
apoſtle, has evidently a reſpect to their 
office, and includes an acknowledgment of 
them in their miniſterial capacity, as the 
ſervants of CHRIST, and as acting by 
authority from him. And this knowledge 
may alſo include a freedom and intimacy 
in converſing with them concerning the 
ſtate of your ſouls, the frames in which you 
are, the comforts you enjoy, and the temp- 


Theſ. v. 12. 
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tations you meet with. The reaſons why 
you ſhould cheriſh ſuch a knowledge as 
this of your miniſters are evident: for 
without it their miniſtrations will certainly 
be treated with inattention and careleſſneſs 
by you; nor can they ſo well know how to 
ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, or lay before you 
thoſe things which are calculated to pro- 
mate your knowledge, ciabliſkhment, com- 
fort and joy. But I go on to recommend to 
you, 


2, CoxsTaxT and fervent prayer to 
Gop for your miniſters. I take it for 
granted that all who are fit for, and enjoy 
the privileges of church-fellowſnip, make 
conſcience of prayer ; and indeed, in my 
opinion, he who lives in the habitual neg- 
lect of this duty, has no juſt claim to the 
name of a chriſtian. And all who attend 
to it from a proper ſenſe of God's autho- 
rity, and their own neceſſity, will ſurely 
remember thoſe who preach the word to 
them, whenever they bow before the throne, 
in the cloſet, in the family, or in the 
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church. Paul, who well knew the neceſ: 
ſity and uſefulneſs of prayer, gives in his 
epiſtles to the churches, repeated exhorta- 
tions to the exerciſe of it. To the church 
at Theſſalonica he ſays, breihren pray for 
us*. And to the Coloſhans he writes, cen- 
tinue in prayer, —praying alſo for us, that God 
abould open unto us a door of utterance to ſpeak 
the myſtery of Chri/t+. By ſteadily attending 
to this duty, you give a proof of your love 
to your miniſters ; and you teach your chil- 
dren, your ſervants and others the regard 
you have, and which they likewiſe ought 
to have, for the miniſters of CHRIST; 
while they hear you thus pouring out your 
ſouls to Gop in their behalf. And did the 
members of goſpel churches but properly 
conſider the nature, the importance, and 
the difficulties of the miniſterial employ- 
ment; did they but conſider the oppoſition 
that thoſe meet with who are engaged in 
this ſacred work, both from within and 
without, they would ſoon be convinced of 
the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity, of conſtant 
„ Theſ. v. 23. + Col. iv. 2. 3. 
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and fervent application to Gop on their 
account. 


3. Ir is your duty to cheriſh in your 
own breaſts, and endeavor to promote in 
others, a good opinion of your miniſters. 
This is very particularly taken notice of 
by our apoſtle, and inculcated in ſeveral of 


his epiſtles. Speaking to the Theſſalonian 


concerning thoſe who were over them in the 


 LorD, he beſeeches them — 0 eſecm them 


very highly in lede for their avcrbs ſake.* And 
to Timothy he writes, Let the elders that 
rule æbell be counted evorthy of DOUBLE Lo- 
zor, eſpecially they who labor in the word aud 
do &rine T. That paſtors and teachers in 
the chriſtian church are to be looked upon 
as the gift of Curisrt, and the eſſects of 
his ſpecial love, cannot be denied. For 
we read expreſsly, Eph. iv. 11, 12, that 
CHRIST gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome propiicts, 
and fam? evangeliſts, and ſime paſtors ond 
teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints fer the 
aber of the miniſtry, fer the cdiſping of the 
*.1.'Thefs. v. 13. 1 Time v. 1. 


„ 
body of Chrift. And if members of churches 
did but ſeriouſly conſider who it is that has 
given them their miniſters, and for what 
ends they are given, they muſt ſurely be 


convinced of the reaſonableneſs of having 
a good opinion of them, and eſteeming 
them very highly in love for their maſter's 
ſake, and ſor the ſake of the work in which 
they are employed. And indeed, their 
own advantage ftands moſt intimately con- 
need with it; for if they think but mean- 
ly of their perſons and ſervices, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that they will be careful to 
attend upon their miniſtrations, or be con- 
cerned to have their ſouls edified and im- 
proved by them. And further, 


4. Members of the church of CHRIS 
ſhould never forget that ſubmiſſion in the 
Log p to thoſe whom he hath ſet over them 
is their indiſpenſable duty. This indeed 
is very evident from what we read in the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews. Remember them 
which have the rule over jou“; and obey them 

„ Heb. xiii. 7, 16. 
O 


„ 
that have the rule over you, aud ſubmit yoar- 
ſelves : for they watch for your ſouls as they 
that muſt give account. It ought indeed to 
be ſuppoſed that they rule agreeably to the 
laws of CurisT ; for if they do not, ſub. 
miſſion 1s ſo far from being a duty, that it is 
criminal, But when a paſtor, in the faith- 
ful diſcharge of his office, acts in confor- 
mity to the rule which CHRIST has laid 
down in the New Teſtament, he 1s to be 
ſubmitted to ; the counſels he gives are to 
be followed; his exhortations are to be 
ſuffered ; and his reproofs are to be receiy- 
ed with reſpect and eſteem. For as he acts 
herein by authority from CHRIST his great 
maſter, to refuſe ſubmiſſion to him, is no 
Jeſs than an act of rebellion againſt CHRIST 
himſelf. And accordingly we find ſo great 
was this evil in the judgment of ou” apoſtle, 
that he has branded thoſe who af ; ty 
of 1t with a mark of infamy. IF any mam, 
ſay he, obey not our word, note that man, and 
bade no company with him, that he may be 
aſameds. And beſides, their office in the 
% T held, iii. 14. 
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charch, -and the authority which they have 
a right to exerciſe in it, are the fruit of di- 
vine wiſdom and love, and ſhould be re- 
garded therefore with a view to the ſpiritual 
profit of the community ; ſo that ſubmiſſion 
to your ſpiritual rulers, while they continue 
to act agreeably to the nature and deſign of 
that authority with which Cars r and the 
church have inveſted them, 1s the intereſt 
as well as duty of thoſe over whom they. 
are ſet as watchmen. And I ſhould further 
obſerve, | 


s. IT 1s your duty to do all you can to 
frengthen and encourage your miniſters. 
If you fail here, you fall very ſhort of that 
duty which is moſt certainly incumbent on 
you. . Goſpel miniſters muſt expect to 
meet with trials; and the more faithful they 
are to Gop and the ſouls committed to 
their care, the greater will be the oppoſi- 
tion made to them by ſatan, by men of 
corrupt minds, and by thoſe who have a 
form of godlineſs without the power of it. 
Trials they often have ariſing from the un- 


E10 
ſucceſsfulneſs of their labors as to many 
who hear them; and from the diſappoint. 
ment of their hope in others, who at one 
time bid fair to be their joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the day of CHRIS. And 
they have trials alſo very often from thole, 
who notwithſtanding they may be gocd 
men, yet through the peculiarity of their 
tempers, and the remains of corruption, 
are ſometimes the occaſion of much ſorrow 
and grief to a faithful miniſter. Theſe 
things confidered then, is it not moſt clear- 
ly evident, that it is your indiſpenſable du- 
ty to ſtand by and be ready to aſſiſt and en- 
courage your miniſters, under the various 
trials and ſorrows to which they ſtand ex- 
poſed, and frequently meet with, in the 
faithful diſcharge of their office in the 
church of God ?—You ſhould, I would 
obſerve particularly, make a point of con- 
{tantly attending the public labors of your 
miniſters, whilſt they continue faithful in 
the church and are capable of ſerving it. It 
it is their duty to labor amongſt you, 1: 
muſt be your duty to attend their labors. 
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And a contrary behaviour, as it cannot but 
be the grief of a miniſter, and muſt weaken 
his hands in the work of his Lord ; ſo 'tis 
the way to bring his weeping eyes with 
ſorrow to the grave. Indeed it is an evil of 
ſuch a nature that it cannot I think but 
be avoided by all who have any proper re- 
gard for the honor of Gop, the peace of 
the church, the comfort of their miniſters, 
and the good of their own ſouls. And 
ſhould any of you, my friends, be guilty 
of ſuch a conduct as I am now ſpeaking of, 
will it not be an open violation of your ſo- 
lemn engagements this day, and a direct 
contradiction of the choice you have pub- 
licly teſtified by holding up your hands? 
And remember, 


6. Trosez who are in church fellowſhip 
ſhould follow the example, and endeavour 
to ſupport the reputation of thoſe who are 
over them in the LoR D. If it is the duty 
of paſtors to be examples to the flock, and 
it is evident that they ſhould be ſo, for our 
apoſtle ſays to Timothy, be thou an example 
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& the belie vers in word, in converſaticn, in 
charity, in ſirit, in faith, in parity * ; then 
ſurely it is the duty of thoſe who have made 
choice of them for their overſeers to H 
their example. Accordingly we find this 
expreſsly recommended by our apoſtle to the 
_ church at Corinth; Be ye followers of me, 
even as T alſo am of Chriſt f. And he takes 
notice moreover of the very ſame thing in 
bis epiſtle to the church at Philippi; brethren 
be foiluavers together of me, and mark them 
awhich walk ſo, as ye have us fer an example f. 
Hence then it 1s plain that one end for 
which paſtors and miniſters are given to the 
church, 1s that they may be an example to 
it. And unleſs this 1s attended to, one end 
of theirbeing placed in and over the church 
15 loſt. Remember then what you hear 
from, and ſee in your miniſters. that is agree- 
able to the word of Gop, you are called 
upon to tranſcribe into your own temper 
and conduct: and you have a promiſe for 
your encouragement in ſo doing, that ze 
God of peace ſhall be with you d. Their repu- 


Ji. 17. Y iv. 9. 
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tation moreover and character are likewife 
to be ſupported by you againſt the unjuſt 
charges of evil men; and no accuſations 
are to be received againſt them, unleſs 
prov'd by the cleareſt evidence. Againſt an 
elder, it 1s ſaid, receive not an accu/alion, but 
before two or three witneſſes *, And as no 
countenance ſhould be given to any evil 
and unſupported reports concerning them 
from others ; ſo much leſs ſhould ſuch re- 
ports be raiſed, and ſpread by thoſe over 
whom they are placed in the church. Nay, 
ſo far from this, that it ſhould be the con- 
ſtant concern of the church to which they 
miniſter, to let all around them ſee, that 
if evil and wicked men have the fool-hardi- 
neſs to ſtrike at the cauſe of Gop through 
the ſides of his miniſters, they have the di- 
vine courage to appear in the defence of 
both. Once more, 


7. You will not forget that a ſufficient 
and comfortable maintenance is what your 
miniſters have an undoubted right to, for 


* 1 Tim. V. 19. 
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themſelves and their familics; and it is the 
duty of thoſe over whom they are placed, 
if circumſtances will admit, to make a ſui- 
table proviſion for it. You to whom I now 
ſpeak are better acquainted with the word 
of Gop than to be ignorant of this I am 
well ſatisfied ; yet nevertheleſs you will per- 
mit me to put you in remembrance of what 
you have read on this ſubject. Let him that 
is taught in the word, ſays the apoſtle Paul, 
communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of 
the ox that treadeth out the corn *. Do ye not 
know that they who miniſter about Holy thing: 
live of the things of the temple; aud they wwho 
wait at the altar are partakers auith the altar, 
EVEN SO hath the Lord ordained, that they 
zvho preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel +. 
Theſe words need no comment, he that 
runs may read ; and they plainly ſhew us 
that miniſters are not to receive a mainte- 
nance from thoſe to whom they preach, as 
an act of charity, but as what they have an 
undoubted right to. For as they are called 

1 Gal. vi. 6, + 1 Cor. ix. 9, 13,14. 
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by Gor and the church to labor for you, 
to ſpend and be ſpent for you, they cer- 
| tainly muſt have an indiſputable right to a 
| comfortable ſupport from you. 


Having thus laid before you ſome of 
thoſe things which are to be done by you 
r your miniſters; I go on to mention, 


2. Some other duties which are incum- 
bent upon you, with reſpect to one another 
as fellow members of the ſame church. It 
is to be ſuppoſed that thoſe who are mem- 
bers of the ſame church are acquainted 
with each other, that they freely converſe 
together, and love one another as our 
Loxp has commanded, ſaying, This 7s my 
commandment, that ye love one another, as T 
have lived you. And unleſs this be in ſome 
good meaſure the caſe, the following things 
will not I am ſure be done by you; which 
yet it is evidently your duty to do. As, 
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1. To bear one anothers burdens ; which 
is what the diſciples of CarisT are parti- 


cularly called to in the preſent ſtate. As it is = 
written, Bear ye one anothers burdens, and f * 
fulfil the law of Chriſi*. Let it then 
remembred, that thoſe who are in chur-! 
fellowſhip ſhould be ready to aſſiſt 5 
other in bearing thoſe burdens which 5 
from the temptation of ſatan, ſorrow for Fw 
fin, diſorders of body, and diſtreſs in ou. 8 
ward circumſtances. And this is to be done 10 
by every ſuitable expreſſion of kindneſs © 
and love, and in adminiftring to their ne- 10 
ceſſities both temporal and ſpiritual, as you f 
may have ability and opportunity. t 
1 


2. You are likewiſe to pray with and for 
one another. To this you are expreſsly ex- 
horted by an inſpired writer, who ſays, 
| | Pray for one another tf. And ſocial prayer as 
. it is moſt evidently the duty, ſo it appears 
I to have been the practice of the goſpe! 
| churches, in the earlieft age and pureſt 
times of the chriſtian religion. And that 


* Gal. vi. 2. + James v. 16. 


E. 
man who is not convinced of the neceſſity 
and advantages of this duty, muſt have 
ſarely but little of the power of religion 
in his own ſoul, and be greatly defective in 
love to his brethren. 


3. TH05E who are in church fellowſhip 
are required to fo/low after the things which 
make for peace, and things wwherewith one may 
edify another. They ſhould be ftudiouſly 
careful to follow every thing which tends 
to promote the peace of their own ſouls, 
the peace of the church, and the peace of 
thoſe who miniſter to them; and they ſhould 
follow every thing that tends to their mu- 
tual edification in knowledge, in faith, in 
love, in purity and uſefulneſs. And he 
who refuſes to comply with theſe injunc- 
tions, or continues to live in the neglect of 
theſe things, can have no right, according 


to the laws of CHRIST, to the privileges of 


the houſe of Gop. As I have now laid be- 
fore you, my friends, ſome of thoſe things 
which you ought to do, both with reſpe& 


* Rom. xiv. 19. 
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to your miniſters, and one another, I ſhall 
endeavor, as propoſed, 


II. To point out the manner in which 
they ſhould be done. Our text informs 
us they are to be done with charity, by 
which we are to underſtand love. And to 
do them with charity, is I apprehend, to 
do them, 


1. FRoM a principle of love; which ſhould 
undoubtedly be the ſpring of action in 
all that you do towards your miniſters, 
towards one another in the church, and 
towards all with whom you have to do in 
the world. And this divine principle im- 
planted in the ſoul by the ſpirit of Gop, 
will itſelf lead you not only to deſire, and 
wiſh, and pray for the good of each other; 
but it will alſo lead you by every act of 
kindneſs, as far as may be in your power, 
to endeavor to promote it. This love is 
not in word and in tongue only, but 12 
aced and in truth.* And 


* John iii. 18. 


140 

2. To do thoſe things which have been 
recommended to you in charity, is to do 
them in a kind and aſßectionate manner; not 
under the influence of a ſour, peeviſh and 
provoking temper ; but 1n the moſt ſweet, 
peaccable, and obliging way. You will 
therefore ſtudy, not to exaſperate the cor- 
ruptions, but to engage the affections of 
one another in all that you do. And as 
you tender the glory of Gop, the comfort 
of your miniſters, and your own peace proſ- 
perity and reputation as a church ; guard 
againſt a ſelfiſh and unkind ſpirit: let it 
not be gratified but mortified. And let a 
kind, an affectionate temper and diſpoſiti- 
on, diffuſe it's amiable and happy influ- 
ence thro* all your conduct, in the church, 
the family, and the world. Again, 


3. To do all your things with charity is 

to do them with kind and charitable e- 

ſigns ; having the glory of Gon and the 

good of others in view : according to which 

we are all commanded, in whatſoever we 

do, to do it all to the glory of God.* And to 
| * x Cor. x. 31. 
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confider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works, And this charity, moreover, 
ts kind, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily pro- 
voted, and thinketh no evil. f But I ſhall now 
proceed, | 


HI. To advance ſome arguments to 
inforce the practice of thoſe things which 
have been laid before you. And here 
permit me to preſs them on you, 


1. Fgou the conſideration, that they are 
enjoined upon and required of you by him 
whoſe right to preſcribe and command is 
indiſputable, and whoſe authority you have 
ſolemnly acknowledged in your chriſtian 
profeſſion. Let this conſideration then have 
its full influence upon you, that the things 
which have been now laid before you required 
of by him who has a right to command, and 
who is infinite in wiſdom, in goodneſs and 
love. They are the preſcriptions of him 
whom you profeſs to love above all others, 
whoſe ſervice is your nobleſt employ, whoſe 


+ Heb. &. 24. 11 Cor; xiii. 4. 5. 
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preſence and bleſſing are your higheſt honor, 
and greate | felicity. 


2. WiTHouUT this charity all that you 
do in religion is nothing. This argument 
is ſet before us in the ſtrongeſt light by our 
apoſtle, who aſſures us that we may ſpeak 
with tongues, may have the gift of prophe- 
cy and underſtand all myſteries, may have 
faith to remove mountains, may give all 
our goods to feed the poor, and our bodies 
to devouring flames ;—and YET), if we 
have no charity, are but as a ſounding braſs 
or a tinkling cymba/,* And if all that you do 
towards a men ſhould be done with charity; 
ſurely then all that you do towards thoſe 
who are fellow members with you in the 
church, ought in an eſpecial manner to 
flow from this divine principle, LOVE; 
without which, however ſplendid may be 
our profeſſion, we are ſtrangers to the grace 


of Gop. 


3. ConFORMITY to Gop, and com- 
munion with him, conſiſts much in the prin- 
* x Cor, xiii, | 


aa 
ciple and exerciſe of this temper and diſ- 
poſition which I have been ſetting before 
you. For we are told, He that loweth not, 
knoweth not God. x God is lowe; and he that 
axwvelleth in lowe, duwelleth in God, and God 
in him.+ And we are exhorted to put en 
the new man, which after God is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs}. Righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs is the image of Gop ; and 
all our pretenſions to this without charity, 
is little better than deteſtable hypocriſy. 
And accordingly we read that as God is 
light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, ſo 
likewiſe that he who /a7th he is in the light, 
and hatcth his brether, is in darkneſs until 
now.|| And we know, ſays the ſame apoſtle, 
that ce have paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
ave love the brethren; he that Ioveth not his 
brother abideth in death*. So that you ſee 
this heavenly diſpoſition is in all thoſe who 
are born from above ; and the diſcovery of 
this temper 1s a neceſſary evidence of our 
being partaters of the divine nature. 


* x John iv. 8. J ver. 16. Þ Eph. iv. 24. 
51 John i. 3. ii. 9. i. 14. 


0 

4. Taz comfort and joy of your mini- 
ſters depend alſo very much on your doing 
all your things with charity. Vour con- 
nexion in the church has been entered into 
with a profeſſion of unfeigned love to one 
another; the choice of your miniſters has 
been made, and declared, as the effect of 
your affectionate regard for them; and you 
have profeſſed your readineſs to do all you 
can to promote their comfort and joy. But 
unleſs you attend to the advice in the text, 
to do all your things with charity, you can 
never effect what you profeſſedly deſire ; for 
there 1s nothing more evident than that an 
affectionate and holy people are the comfort 
and joy of their miniſters ; and to ſee a con- 
trary ſpirit prevail muſt certainly fill them 
with much ſorrow ; becauſe ſuch a ſpirit is 
diſhonorable to God, an obſtruction of their 
uſefulneſs, and injurious to all who are un- 
der it's baleful influence. 


5. Prack and proſperity amongſt you as 
a church likewiſe, ſtand inſeperably con- 
nected with all your things being done with 


_ 
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charity. Love will maintain and promote 
peace; love will ſeek the proſperity of the 
community in every lawful way, and will 
with the greateſt care, avoid every thing 
that might break in upon it's peace, or in- 
terrupt its proſperity. And in the exerciſe 
of this charity, you have moreover reaſon 
to hope for the preſence and bleſſing of the 
Gop of love and peace; on which depend 
the growth of grace in your ſouls, and the 
increaſe of the intereſt of CHRIST among 
you. Be perfect, then, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in peace; and the God of 
love and peace ſhall be <with you. 


6. YouR reputation moreover and honor 
as a church, depend on your carefully at- 
tending to the things which have been laid 
before you. Long have you been a reputa- 
ble and honorable ſociety, and may you 
ever remain ſo! Yet permit me to remind 
you, that it muſt be in the exerciſe of cha- 
rity in all that you do. And if you have 
any deſire (which, I doubt not you have) 
that this church may continue to be hono- 


Es 
rable among the tribes of Gop's Iſrael, you 
will not fail to cultivate this diſpoſition 
in all that you do. Behold, how good and 
how pleaſant it is for brethren to awvell together 
in unity*, And need Itell you how ditho- 
norable and how unlovely the contrary to 
this is? that it brings up an ill report of the 
good land? that it is a ſtumbling block in 
the way of enquirers ? that it gives occaſion 
to thoſe, who are ſceking every opportunity 
to confirm their prejudices, to pour con- 


tempt upon the cauſe and the followers of 
CHRIST? 


7. Tas laſt argument I ſhall make uſe of, 
mall be drawn from your expectations of 
future happineſs. Do you not hope to dwelli 
together for ever in the world of love, 
where all things will be done in perfect 
charity? Do you not hope to meet your 
miniſters in that world? Do you net hope 
to meet one another there, before the throne 
of Gop, where it will be yonr employ for 
ever to bleſs him who hath loved you, 10 
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praiſe him who died for you, and to adore 
him who hath ſanctified you. Surely then 
the conſideration of this happineſs ſhou!d 
engage you now to do all your things with 
charity. Such a hope ſhould methinks pow- 
erfully induce you to acknowledge thoſe 


who are over you, to pray carneſtly for 


them, very highly to eſteem them, chear- 
fully ſubmit to them, ſteadily to ſtand by 
and encourage them, to follow their exam- 
ple, unitedly ſupport their reputation, and 
generouſly provide an honorable mainte- 
nance for them. And this hope ſhould allo 
certainly engage you to ſympathize with, 
and pray for one another; to wait at Wil- 
dom's gates and to fill up your places in the 
houſe of Gop; and in ſhort, to do every 
thing from a principle of love to God and 
one another, in the moſt kind and affectio- 
nate manner, with a view to the glory of 
Gop and your mutual advantage, 


I HALL now conclude the ſubject with 
a few reflections. And, | 
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1. From what you have heard, it is evi- 
dent, that in the church of Gop, there 
are not only privileges to be enjoyed, but 
work to be done, and which ought carefully 
to be attended to by every member of it. 
Thoſe who are members of the chriſtian 
church ſhould therefore be every day call- 
ing to mind, what they have to do for their 
miniſters in the cloſet, in the family and 
the church; and think how they may aſſiſt 
them by their prayers to Gop for them, 
how they may contribute to promote their 
influence and uſefulneſs, how they may be 
their joy and crown of rejoicing both now 
and in the day of CHRIST. And they 
ſhould likewiſe confider what they have to 
do towards one another ; and each be en- 
quiring thus, How may I moſt effectually 
ſaccour a brother who is tempted ? how may 
I be uſeful in recovering one that is decli- 
ned ? and what ſhall I do to promote the 
good of the whole community ? And that 
you may be excited to diligence in the work 
to be done, and guarded againſt negligence 
in it, you ſhould conſider that the neglect 
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of it will be followed with the moſt lament- 
able conſequences; the hands of your mi- 
niſters will be weakened, diviſions will 
ariſe, the cauſe of CHRIST will be re. 
proached, the grand enemy will be pleaſed, 
your characters will be flained, and your 
evidences for heaven will be clouded ; evils, 
which every conſcientious and upright ſoul 
will deprecate, and from which he will 
ever deſire to be preſerved. 


2. Art all things to be done with cha- 
rity? Then a church of CHN IST, formed 
according to his order, and acting agreeably 
to his directions, is an amiable and lovely 
ſociety. Zion is called he perfection of beau- 
ty * ; and her beauty ſhines in all her laws 
and ordinances, which are the orders of in- 
finite wiſdom and love. And how beautiful 
does a church appear, when all her mem- 
bers walk as becomes thoſe who have given 
up themſelves to the LoD? It is then like 
the human body fitly joined together, all 


the members of which are ſet in their pro- 
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per places, and act in a beautiful ſubſervi- 
ency to each other; and it is moreover then 
like a building fitly framed together, in 
ſuch a manner as to have beauty, ſtrength, 
and uſefulneſs. Thus it will be when the 
members keep their places in the church, 
when the officers appear to be furniſhed 
with a large meaſure of gifts and grace, 
when they act with readineſs and humility 
in the diſcharge of their office, and when 
private members walk together in love, in 
the order of the goſpel, carefully obſerving 
the diſcipline of it. How amiable is ſuch 
a ſociety! This ſhews what the church mi- 
htant ought to be, and what the church tri- 
umphant will be ; according to which ſhe is 
ſpoken of as a bride adorned for her huſband, 
"without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing *. 


3. Ir all things are to be done with cha- 
rity, then a wrathful, ſelfiſh, proud and 
over-bearing ſpirit, in any who profeſs to 
be the diſciples of CHRIS and are mem- 
bers of his church, is oppoſite to the laws 


Rev. xxi. 2, Eph, v. 27. 
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of his government, and inconfiſtent with 
the truly amiable ſpirit of genuine chriſtia- 
nity. Such profeſſors as theſe, how high 
ſoever they may ſtand in their own opinion 
or in the judgment of thoſe whoſe intereft 
it may be at preſent to flatter them, are in 
reality a reproach and burden to the church 
to which they belong; they are a hindrance 
of its peace and proſperity ; and the ſad 
cauſe of much ſorrow to thoſe who watch 
for their ſouls as they who muſt give an account. 
Love to Gop, and one another, in principle 
and practice, conſtitutes the eſſence and 
evidence of real religion; and if this be 
wanting in any man, there is nothing ſuffi- 


cient to prove him to be a partaker of the 


grace of Gop. But while faithfulneſs obli- 
ges me, brethren, to take notice of theſe 
things, I hope better things of you and 


things which accompany ſalvation, To con- 
clude : 


4. PeRMIT me juſt to remind you, that 
a time will come when you my friends who 


are members of this church, and you my 
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brethren who are the miniſters of it, muſt be 
ſeparated. Rut I mention not this to leſſen 
the pleaſure and joy of this day. Joy there 
is I am perſwaded amongſt you, that your 
paſtor 1s continued with you; joy there 
certainly 15 to your paſtor and you, that 
God has called his ſon to labor with him in 
the goſpel amongſt you; and great cauſe for 
Joy there is, that you are in ſo much harmo- 
ny and peace amongſt yourſelves. But 
there is no ſettlement here be it ever ſo 
agreeable, that will laſt for ever. Remem- 
ber therefore, you mutt part. And let this 
conſideration engage your miniſters to 
watch over you, preach to you, and pray 
for you with the greateſt diligence : and 
you to hear them attentively, pray for them 
fervently, and watch over one another care- 
fully. In a word, let what has been laid 
before you be done with all your might ; 
for there is no wvork, nor device, nor knowledzes 
nor wiſdom in the grave *, whither ve are all 
going, But I know not how to cloſe with- 
out juſt reminding you, that though you 


* Eccl. ix. 10. 
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muſt part from each other here, yet you 
will all meet again in the great day before 
the judgment ſeat of CHRIST. And O with 
what joy may you hope that meeting will 
be crowned ! The pleaſure that you now 
have in the worſhip and ordinances of Gop, 
in fellowſhip in the church, in ſocial prayer 
and watchfulneſs over one another, is but a 
faint reſemblance of the triumphs of that day, 
when miniſters and people, when they who 
teach, and you who are taught by them, 
ſhall meet in the preſence of your father 
above, and rejoice for ever before him! 
Then oh how will you bleſs Gop for your 
miniſters, bleſs him for making them the 
inſtruments of your converſion and edifica- 
tion, and making you their joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the preſence of the Lord Jeſus. I 
will only add, and with what tranſport will 
you join with all the redeemed of the 
Lord in this grand and delightful ſong of 
praiſe, — Unto him that lowed us, and waſped 
us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and prieſis unto God and his fa- 
ther; to him be glory and dominion, for ever 
and ever ? Amen : 


Rev. i 6. 
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Depingo wobis, viri digniſimi, witium a ferpau- 

cis obſervatum, ideoque maæximè periculoſum. 
CALUMNIA eft; peſtis linguarum fada et 
pernicioſa : quippe ex peſſimis in optimos ple- 
rumque cadit, inexpeftato wulnerat, Cui vero 
grata? wilifſmis, ignavis, loquacibus. A qua 
derò origine provenit ?£ A mendacio patre, 
invidia matre. Nec ipſa quidem flerilis eſt; 
jurgia enim, et odia, non gignit ſolum, ſed fo- 
wet. Quænam verò huic morbo antidotus? 
INNOCGENTIA et patientia; hec enim tolerat, 
illa hebetat.--Juſtus Lipſius. 


ENGLISHED THUS. 


Iwill paint out to you, Gentlemen! a vice ob- 
ſerv'd by very few, and therefore the more 
dangerous. It is CALUMNY ; the foul and 
pernicious peſt of language: for it moſt com- 


monly falls from the worſt of men, upon the 
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beſt, and unexpectedly wounds them. But 
to whom is it acceptable? To the moſt vile, 
the idle, the loquacious. What is the origin 
of it? A LYE is its fither, ENVY its mo- 
ther. Nor is it indeed barren ; for braauls 
and hatreds, it both generates and che- 
riſhes. But what is the antidote to this diſ- 
eaſe > INNOCENCE and Patience; for this 
bears it, that diſappoints it. 


Few weeks ago was publiſhed, and 

the author, (ſee p. 47 of his letter) 
being infinitcly above ſecular conſiderations, 
and coveting no man's money, price Is. only ;--- 
A Letter to the Rev. Mr. Caleb Evans, oc- 
caſioned by his curious confeſſion of faith, 
at his late ordination among the Indepen- 
dent Baptiſts in Briſtol : In which his mar- 
yellous creed is conſider'd, and his abuſive 
cenſures of other miniſters and churches 
are expoſed. Being a ſeaſonable rebuke to 
an uncharitable Baptiſt, By E, Harwood, 


Tris letter, I am ſorry to be oblig'd to 
ſay it, is a mere farrago of fa!ſhood, miſte- 
preſentation, and the moſt z/l;beral abuſe. It 
has rather the appearance of the foam of 


„ 3]: 
inſanity, than the remonſtrance of chriſtian 
ſobriety. In full proof of which I appeal to 
the letter itſelf, and to my confeſſion which 
occaſioned it.---To pretend to reply to ſuch 
a ſcurrilous libel, which can injure no one 
but its miſerable and much to be pity'd au- 
thor, would be a ſhameful waſte of time, 
and an inſult upon the public, who do not 
need to be told with what contempt ſuch a 
production ought to be treated. I might 
perhaps afford ſome diverſion to the infidel 
and libertine, was I to ſit down and 1mitate 
the polite liberal ſtyle of my Rev. correſ- 
pondent, and to addreſs him as familiarly 
as he condeſcends to addreſs me. See p. 
8, 14, and 39, of his letter. But I can- 


not deſcend thus low; or help bluſhing for - 


the man, who ſuſtaining the character of a 
chriſtian miniſter, is yet capable of thus 
ſinking every degree of clerical decorum, 
into the very loweſt and moſt ridiculous buf- 
foonery. As an adverſary I de/pi/e him; 
but as a weak unhappy man I have a heart 
to pity and ray for him, 
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WurzTneR I have thrown out the leaſt 
grain of abuſe upon other miniſters and 
other churches, and ſcolded like a fiſhwo- 
man, as Mr. H. elegantly expreſſes it: 
Whether I claim any right of impoſing my 
creed or ſyſtem upon any one fellow chriſ- 
tian, or plead for any ſuch right on behalf 
of the ſociety I am connected with: Whe- 
ther I have given the leaſt intimation that 
THE BIBLE is by no means ſufficient, but 
is a very lax, incomplete, imperfect, unfi- 
niſh'd book: Whether any of theſe things 
are true, as Mr. H. has aſſerted they are, 
appealing to the great Gop that he has no 
deſign to miſrepreſent any man's creed or 
character ;---I leave every impartial ſober 
man that reads my confeſſion of faith, to 
Judge and determine. 


I Have indeed mentioned as a reaſon 
why a ſociety ſhould be more careful in 
their choice of a miniſter, that the ſenti- 
ments embrac'd by ſome profeſſing chriſti- 
ans are decried by others. I have alſo ſaid 
a miniſter's making à declaration of his be- 


(334 3 
lief in the bible in general, is by no means 
ſufficient to ſatisfy a ſociety, becauſe this 
is a declaration which even a papiſt will 
make as well as a proteſtant ; and yet what 
proteſtant ſociety would think themſelves 
obliged to chuſe a popiſh miniſter, merely 
becauſe he made ſuch a declaration. I have 
alſo intimated, that though it is become 
faſhionab.. o inveigh againſt all creeds 
and ſyſteuis, yet that tis very evident the 
grand rock of offence with theſe /pecious 
declaimers, (for their declamations are plau- 
fible tho' not concluſive,) is the calviniſtic 
ſyſtem ; which I eſteem the bulwark and 
glory of the reformation, but which they, 
being enemies to it, uſe every artifice, and 
this of crying out againſt all creeds in ge- 
neral is one, to overturn it. 


In ſhort, all I have done is this. I have 
pleaded for a right of private judgment for 
myſelf and fellow chriſtians, I have vindi- 
cated the ſociety I ſerve in their exerciſe of 
this right. I have infiſted upon it likewiſe, 
that no miniſter is oblig'd to declare by the 
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rite of ordination, his approbation of a man 

he diſapproves; a truth Mr. H. has had 
proof of. And laſtly, I have dehver'd my 
own religious ſentiments, ſuggeſting the 
reaſons of my belief of them as I go along; 
and conclude with an acknowledgment of 
my own imperfection weakneſs and fallibi- 
lity, and my entire union of heart with all 
ſincere chriſtians of every de nination, 
whom I ſalute as brethren in the Lox D. 
And whether there is any thing in all this, 
that merits ſuch 7//iberal abuſe, as Mr. II. 
hath thought proper to diſgorge upon me 
and the ſociety I ſerve, upon account of 
it---Countrymen ! friends! fellow chriſ- 
tians! judge ye! 


As to my /entiments, which have produced 
fach burſts cf HOLY indignation from Mr. 
H. he well knows they are not novel ; and 
may perhaps remember the time when he 
himſelf delivercd a written experience (as 
T have been inform'd) and join'd himſelf it 
is certain as a member, to a church that 
patronizes theſe very ſentiments nal as 
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they are, and the miniſter of which church 
hath publiſhed a confeſſion of his belief of 
them. They make indeed a ftrange figure 
as dreſs'd up by Mr. H. but in their native 
ireſs they have no ſuch formidable appear- 
ance, Mr. H. repreſents me as believing 
that the THREE PERSONS in the God- 
head are ONE PERSON; fee p. 38 of his 
letter. But whoever reads my confeſſion, 
will at once ſee this is a contradiction of his 
own making, not mine.— According to Mr. 
H. I believe alſo that a very 7n/ign:ficant 
inconfiderable portion of the human race ſhall 
be ſaved, a thouſand it may be in a aty, a 
hundred in à town, or five or fix in a country 
village; ſeep, 15. and p. 40, of his letter, 
But there is no ſuch idea as this ſuggeſted 
in my confeſſion. I believe that all of every 
party who have the image and ſuperſcripti- 
on of IEsUs upon them ſhall certainly be 
ſaved ; and of ſuch I am perſwaded there 
will be found at laſt, a number which no 
man will be able to number. But with our 
[iberal tranſlator, a certain, and an inſronif: - 
cant inconſiderable number, are juſt one and 
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the ſame thing; and the number that ſhall 
be ſaved, it ſjeems, is therefore quite 
uncertain; Gop does not know who will be 
ſaved, and who will not. According to 
him I believe likewiſe that the great Gon 
Faſtidiouſſy culls five or fix out of frve or ſix 
miilion of his creatures, ſee his letter p. 17, 
An 1dea, the very mention of which ſhocks 
me. And an idea it is, which in my con- 
feſſion I have expreſly diſown'd. Sce p. 
34. You will there find, I have explicitly 
declared that by the ſovereign will and plea- 
ure of God, ave are NOT 10 wunduftand a 
CAPRICIOUS WANTON a97/p/ay of power, 
tut ſuch a diſplay of it as is perfectiy conſitent 
cb the higheft wiſdom, &c. He further 
repreſents me as believing, ſee p. 17, and 
p. 43 of his letter, the reprobation of thous 
ſauds and myriads ef immortal fauls to everlaſt- 
ing damnation by a ſtern and irreverſible decree, 
and that mankind were act born to be judged, 
but judged before they were born. And yet I 


have ſaid, it ſo happens, the very rever/z 


of all this ; ſee my Confeſſion, p. 34. 
where J have declar'd my firm belief, Hat 
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mo man ſhall be calPd to an account for the 
abuſe of privileges he never enjoy'd, but ſhall 
have a moſt fair and equitable trial, aud be 
condemned NOT by any ARBITRARY DE- 
CREE, but for the wwilful violation of Fuccun 
duty, &c. He would alſo fain infinuate 
that I believe the eternal damnation of /avect 
innocent babes for oid Adam's ſin, ſee p. 44. of 
his letter. But I never entertain'd ſuch a 
thought for a moment. I have only inti- 
mated, that from the calamities they are 
evidently expos'd to, and the propenſities 
to ſin they ſo early diſcover, it is very evi- 
dent they are conſider'd and treated as 
branches of a corrupt ſtock, and partake 
with their progenitor in the conſequences 
of his apoſtacy. See my confeſſion, p. 30. 
My correſpondent endeavours further to ex- 
poſe me for ſaying that the death of CHRIS 
was a vicarious atoning ſacrifice for the ſins 
of his cheſen people. And he might with 
equal propriety have expos'd CHRISTH him- 
ſelf for ſaying, J lay down my life for the 
ſoeep, John x. 15. And I freely confeſs 
whether there be any ſenſe in which CHRIST 
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died for every individual of mankind or not, 
I can't poſſibly ſee how he could die as an 
atoning ſacrifice, for thoſe whom Gov 
knew would die in their fins, and whoſe 
guilt will therefore never be aton'd. And 
as to thoſe indefinite expreſſions, all, every 
man, i. e. every man that ſhall be ſaved, 
the avorld, &c. even Dr. Taylor himſelf 
when treating of original ſin, p. 104, &c. 
can interpret much ſtronger expreſſions 
than theſe, ſuch as NO FLESH, NO NOT 
ONE, &c. &c. as intending only a great 
aumber, and perſons of a/l forts, But with 
Mr. H. any thing by which he may poſlibly 
render me odious to thoſe who differ from 
me in their ſentiments, is greedily catch'd 
at. Methinks however it ſhould have been 
ſome check upon the fury of my Rev. an- 
tagoniſt, to have read (as doubtleis he has 
read) the following candid acknowledgment 
in favour of Calviniſm, in the celebrated 
Confeſſional. See p. 287, and 288, of the 
2d edition. One thing, however, I beg 
icave juſt to mention in favour of the Ca. 


viniſis; namely, that ſome very eminent 
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men of the preſent generation have gone a 
great way in their P⁰ phie diſquifitions, 
towards vindicating the predeſtinarlan the- 
ology of theſe our forefathers. And, when 
it is conſider'd that ſo able a writer as Dr. 
Clayton, the late Biſhop of Cogher, could 
ind no other way of eſtabliſhing the free- 
will or free-agency of man, but by putting 
ſach limitations, as he has done, upon the 
preſcience of GoD, no REASONABLE man 
would haſtily conclude, that the Calwini/?s 
have nothing material to ſay for them- 
ſelves.” 


Ax p I ſhould have thought his ſublime 
veneration for Ariani/m might have been 
ſomewhat abated, by the ſermons preach'd 
at lady Moyer's lecture, and lately publiſh'd 
by his learned and ingemous friend, as he 
affects to call Dr. Daw/on, who in thoſe diſ- 
courſes ſhews the inconliitency and abſurdity 
of this motley ſcheme. 


T can'T help being a/toni/b'd at Mr. H's. 
hinting at our late diſpute in the Briftcs 
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Journal, and his talking to me of humiliating 
acknowledgments. Surely this gentleman's 
memory muſt ſtrangly fail him, if he has 
forgot his baun humiliations upon that occa- 
ſion ; with a view of which, he may how- 


ever, if he pleaſes, ſtill gratify the public. 


Sat werbum ſapienti. And as this LEARN. 
ED man is ſo fond of ſcraps of Latin, 1 
would preient him with one bit more. Pe- 
rit verbum, litera Scripiæ manet. 


I nave only to add, that as Chriſtians of 
all denominations in this town, were per— 
fectly peaceable, and liv'd in friendſhip with 
one another till Mr. Harwood came amongſt 
us; fo I Hatter myſelf the ſame harmony will 
continue to ſubſiſt, notwithſtanding the un- 
worthy attempts of this man to diſturb it. 


Fox my own part, there is nothing I 
more fervently wiſh, next to the enjoyment 
of peace with God, than to live peaceably 
with all men. 


, 
* 
* 5 
- 
* 


* 


B, iſtol, Nev. g. 1759s CAL ED EVANS. 


2 


* 


9 


